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PROACTION UPDATE – 
LIVESTOCK TRACEABILITY 
REPORTING
Livestock traceability requirements will 
become mandatory starting September 
2017, except for reporting traceability 
events (births, movement, deaths and 
exports) to the national database. 

Currently, reporting is only available to 
producers via the Internet. Until there are 
alternate mechanisms in place, producers 
will not fail their proAction validation for 
not reporting to the national traceability 
database. 

Note that the requirement to keep records 
of traceability events starting September 
2017 remains in place. Dairy Farmers of 
Ontario will provide more information 
when it becomes available.  

2017 agri-food awards
now accepting applications  

Dairy Farmers of Ontario (DFO) will be 
launching its new computer infrastruc-
ture called the milk marketing system 
(MMS) in the coming months. MMS will 
replace DFO’s current system. 

“DFO’s current system is coming to the 
end of its life,” says DFO general man-
ager Peter Gould. The hardware man-
ufacturer will be discontinuing service, 
and finding qualified employees to work 
on outdated software is a challenge, 
Gould adds. 

“It took a lot of work and resources to 
maintain the current system; we had to 
build a new one,” Gould says. 

“MMS also plays an important role in 
DFO succession planning,” Gould says.  
“There are many long-term employees 

who have retired and more set to retire 
in the coming years. As a result, DFO 
will lose some institutional knowledge. 
Building MMS now lets DFO capture 
knowledge from tenured employees 
to prepare the next generation of staff, 
Gould adds.

MMS is a completely new system, says 
DFO’s assistant director of information 
technology Andre Robillard. It uses web-
based technology that utilizes modern 
software, such as Microsoft MVC and 
SharePoint. It integrates all aspects of 
the milk marketing supply chain, includ-
ing milk collection, billing, payment, 
quota exchange and invoicing, Robillard 
adds.  

Development of MMS is nearing com-
pletion, and staff is currently testing the 

new system, Robillard says. 

“The testing period allows staff to identify 
any missing functionality and perfor-
mance issues, so they can be addressed 
before the system goes live,” he says.

DFO IT staff has designed a user-friendly 
site that looks similar to the current sys-
tem, Robillard says. “When producers, 
processors and transporters log in the 
information that was available to them 
before, such as test results, will be in the 
new system,” he adds. “MMS will give 
DFO a solid platform to build upon for 
years to come.”

DFO will communicate with produc-
ers and stakeholders over the coming 
months as it gets closer to the MMS 
launch. 

New DFO computer system set to launch

Applications are now being accept-
ed for the 2017 Premier’s Award for 
Agri-Food .Innovation Excellence. The 
program supports and recognizes the 
dedication, hard work and innovation 
of local agri-food businesses and indi-
viduals who are adding value to exist-
ing products, helping create jobs and 
contributing to economic growth.

Producers and processors can 
submit their application by 11:59 
p.m. on April 28 to be eligible for a 
chance to win one of the following 
awards:
• Premier’s Award – one $75,000 
award;
• Minister’s Award – one $50,000 
award;

• Leaders in Innovation Award – 
three $25,000 awards;
• Provincial award – 45 $5,000 
awards.

Program applications are reviewed 
by two independent panels consist-
ing of agri-food industry representa-
tives from across the province.

Applicants are strongly advised 
to review the application checklist 
to ensure they have completed all 
steps correctly. If applicants have 
any questions or would like a hard 
copy of the application form, contact 
the agricultural information contact 
centre at 877-424-1300 or ag.info.
omafra@ontario.ca.
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April 2017 Quota Exchange Offers and Bids  
Quota Price Cap = $24,000/kg 

Amount bid for 12,023.09 kg 
Amount purchased 382.39 kg 
Amount offered/sold 382.40 kg 
Number of producers buying  914 
Number of producers selling 41 
Quota purchased by new entrant (with assistance)                        n/a 
Quota purchased by new producer                        35.00 kg 
Maximum quota by allotment round(s) 0.2 kg 
Buyer proration 1.403 % 
Non-saleable quota as of April 1, 2017 0 % 
 
 

Explaining Changes to This Month's Blend Price 
 

 March 2017 February 2017 Difference 
 (Figures in $ per hectolitre) 
Revenue From Processors $84.66 $84.75 -$0.09 
Contribution from Over-Quota  
Pool Adjustments 
Other 

$0.61 
-$3.11 
-$3.67 

$0.53 
-$3.56 
-$2.76 

$0.08 
$0.45 

-$0.91 
Producer Blend Price $78.49 $78.96 -$0.47 
 
 

To Place a Bid or Offer on the Quota Exchange 
 
OPTION 1 - Producer Self-Service (www.milk.org) 
 

 (a)  Bids and offers are accepted from the 20th of a month to 11:59:59 p.m. on the first of the following month.  It is 
recommended that you submit your bid or offer a few days prior to the deadline (the first day of each month) so that, if 
there is an error or error message, there is adequate time for you to provide the additional information to the Quota 
Administrator in advance of the exchange closing. 

 

 (b) To place a bid or offer on the quota exchange yourself or have it placed by someone on your behalf, go to www.milk.org 
and select Login. When prompted, enter your Username (your licence number) and your primary Password.  Select 
Quota Exchange and then Buy or Sell Quota.  Follow the screen instructions to submit your bid or offer.   

 
OPTION 2 - Customer Service Representative (CSR) 
 
Have your most recent milk statement available so that the CSR can verify the caller is the licence holder or licence holder’s 
representative. 
 

(a) Bids and offers are accepted from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, from the 20th of 
the month to the first of the following month. 

 
(b) Write down your bid or offer in the space below before making your call.  
 

 Buy ________ kg of quota at ________ dollars per kilogram.  (Note: You can ask the CSR to put 10% in the kg section 
and the kg will automatically be calculated.) 

 
 OR 
 
 Sell ________ kg of quota at ________ dollars per kilogram. (Note:  You can ask the CSR to put ALL in the kg section 

if you are selling your total quota.) 
 
(c) Call 1-866-518-2525 and a CSR will take your buy or sell information. Record the confirmation number provided by the 

CSR at the end of your call with your written bid or offer information. 
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