
Researchers at the University of Guelph 
are making good use of the Livestock 
Research and Innovation Centre – Dairy 
Facility. 

The Elora building reached its one-year 
anniversary in May, and Dr. Dave Kelton, 
veterinary epidemiologist and Dairy 
Farmers of Ontario Dairy Cattle Health 
Research chair, says there are about half 
a dozen projects underway at the centre 
and more projects that will be staged 
over the next few months. 

Researchers are currently using the 
special projects wing to look at what 
happens when cows are given different 
feeds. They want to know how it trans-
lates to cellular metabolism in udders 
and how it affects milk production and 
milk characteristics. 

Scientists are also studying bovine re-
spiratory disease, pain control methods 
during calf dehorning, diets to help 
prevent diseases after calving, animal 
behaviour and the long-term impacts 
of cows that are high or low immune 
responders.  

The facility is well utilized by university 
staff and researchers. Students also use 
the centre for different courses. 

“We take senior veterinary students up 
to the farm on a regular basis and work 
with them on diagnosis and treating 

sick animals, as well as do routine herd 

health,” Kelton says. 

Dr. Charlotte Winder is a veterinari-

an and PhD student who has been 

working with Dr. Todd Duffield on the 

dehorning project since January. 

“From this project, we hope to de-

scribe the pain caused by caustic paste 

disbudding and learn which, if any, of 

our pain control protocols effectively 

control this pain,” Winder says. 

Cautery disbudding is the most com-

monly used method in Ontario, she 

says. Caustic paste disbudding is less 

common and has not been well studied 

up to this point. Winder hopes the proj-

ect will change that and plans to use 

this research as part of her thesis work.  

Kelton says one of the university’s 

goals is to set up a pilot plant to take 

some of the milk produced at the 

facility and turn it into dairy products, 

allowing it to look at new product 

development. In the meantime, the 

research team plans to spend the next 

few months deploying all its research 

projects at the facility. 

“We’re basically only scratching the 

surface of what we’ll be able to do 

there, but it’s a staging in process,” 

Kelton says.
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Top: Ralph Dietrich, 
Dairy Farmers of 
Ontario’s chair 
addresses MPPs 
during Lobby Day at 
Queen’s Park. Right: 
Ontario’s Minister of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs Jeff Leal 
at Lobby Day. 

Research centre celebrates one year

Peter Gould, DFO’s general man-
ager at the DFO’s annual meeting 
in Toronto, Ont. 
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Charges laid against B.C. dairy farm 

Farm relocation
Effective February 24, 2016, Dairy 
Farmers of Ontario (DFO) will only issue 
a licence to a producer on a parcel of 
land that is able to be sold separate-
ly from any other lot and must have 
its own direct lane access from the 
roadway.

DFO has taken the definition of a 
‘parcel of land’ from the Boundaries 
Act, which includes the following:  ‘an 
area of land described in an instrument 
by which the title to an interest in land 
is or was established or an area of land 
shown on a plan and includes a public 
highway or any part thereof.’

Summit to address youth 
rentention in rural Ontario 
The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs is holding its second 
Rural Ontario Summit this month. The 
theme this year is Building the Future. 
It focuses on important issues affect-
ing rural communities and attracting 
and keeping youth in rural Ontario. 

The daylong event will be held in Strat-
ford, Ont. on June 29. Youth from ages 
15 to 29, along with municipal leaders, 
and representatives from rural busi-
nesses and community organizations 
will be in attendance. 

During the summit speakers and dele-
gates will explore several components 
to attracting Ontario’s youth to rural 
communities. They are:
• opportunities for education and 
training;
• creating jobs and entrepreneurship;
• building strong social infrastructure;
• engaging youth in civic leadership.

For those who cannot attend the 
summit in person, the event will be 
livestreamed. For more information or 
to register, visit http://ros16.ca/.

The University of 
Guelph would like to 
set up a pilot plant to 
take some of the milk 
produced at the facility 
and turn it into dairy 
products, allowing it 
to look at new product 
development.


