
DAIRY INDUSTRY
VOCABULARY LIST

Baler A piece of machinery that compresses and binds hay/alfalfa
into rectangular or round bales to feed to cows.

Barn Building on a farm that houses animals, feed and small
implements.

Bovine A distinct family of ruminant mammals, referring to cattle.

Bulk Tank A large, insulated container that is used to store and cool
milk on the farm.

Bull Mature male bovine or dairy animal.

Butterfat The fat that is found in milk; also referred to as milk fat
(M.F.).

Calcium An essential nutrient for building strong bones and teeth
that is found in milk.

Calf A newborn bovine or dairy animal.
Cow Mature female bovine or dairy animal that has a calf.

Combine A farm implement that harvests and threshes (separates
the grain kernels from the stalk) various crops.

Cultivator A farm implement that breaks up the soil into small pieces.

Curds The white solid that forms when milk coagulates (clumps
together) in the cheesemaking process.

Dairy Cows Cows that are raised to produce milk.

Dairy Plant Factory that receives, tests and processes milk into dairy
products.

Fluid Milk Milk that is sold at stores in the form of milk or cream.

Grain Bin An upright storage building for corn and grains after they
have been harvested (smaller version of a silo).

Harvester Implement that cuts the hay or corn at the bottom of the
stalk and chops up the rest of the plant.

Hay Grass and alfalfa mixture grown to feed to animals.

Heifer The name for a young female bovine before she has given
birth to a calf and started to produce milk.

Herbivore An animal that feeds on grasses and other plant materials
(e.g., cattle).

Holstein Breed of dairy cow that is black and white (sometimes red
and white) in colour.

Homogenization

Process of breaking up fat globules into smaller particles.
When milk is homogenized, the fat stays evenly distributed
throughout the milk and does not separate and rise to the
top.

Industrial Milk Milk that is sold for further processing into dairy products
such as cheese, ice cream, etc.

Jersey Breed of dairy cow that is usually brown in colour.
Lactose A sugar that is found only in milk.

Mammal Warm-blooded animal whose mother produces milk to feed
her babies.



Milk Claw Machine that is attached to the cow’s udder whose
massaging action helps the udder to release the milk.

Milk Fat (M.F.) The fat in milk; also called butterfat.

Milk House Sterile area at one side of the barn that stores the milking
equipment and bulk tank.

Milk Solids The 13 per cent of the milk that is left over once the water
is removed.

Pasteurization
The process of heating raw milk to a high temperature and
cooling it rapidly to kill any natural bacteria that may be
present.

Pasture A fenced in area of land covered with grasses where animals
are kept while outside.

Pipeline A system of pipes that carries the milk from the barn into
the bulk tank in the milk house.

Plow A farm implement used to cut, turn and break up the soil.

Processing Plant Factory that receives, tests and processes milk into dairy
products.

Raw Milk Milk that has not yet been pasteurized.

Ration Nutritionally balanced mixture of protein, vitamins and
minerals prepared for and fed to cows

Ruminants

Mammals that have four stomachs.  This allows the animal to
swallow their food quickly and then bring it up again to chew
it slowly and properly digest it (e.g., cattle, deer, camels,
etc.).

Silage A type of moist, fermented feed that is kept in airtight
silos and fed to cattle.

Silo Airtight pit or tower used to store animal feed.

Teat The nipple of a mammary gland that the baby suckles to get
milk.

Teat Dip Solution put on the cows’ teats after milking to seal the teat
to prevent bacteria from entering and causing an infection.

Tractor A powerful machine that pulls a variety of farm implements.
Udder The mammary gland of cows where milk is produced.
Veterinarian Doctor for animals.
Whey The watery liquid that is left over when milk forms curds.
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