
Our system deserves protection because it works

A MESSAGE 
FROM OUR CHAIR

April was a busy month for 
Dairy Farmers of Ontar-
io (DFO) and dairy farmers 

across Canada. There was DFO’s 
strategic planning session, Les Pro-
ducteurs de lait du Québec’s annu-
al meeting, a Canadian Milk Supply 
Management Committee meeting, a 
P5 meeting resulting in additional in-
centive days, as well as DFO board 
meetings. All these meetings were 
essential to growing our industry. All 
in all, our Canadian dairy industry is 
very strong, innovative and growing. 

It was also a busy month with re-
spect to trade, particularly in light 
of President Donald Trump’s com-
ments in which he said the Canadi-
an dairy industry was unfair and led 
to harm for American dairy farmers. 
We believe this started when a Wis-
consin-based dairy processor an-
nounced it was cancelling its milk 
supply from 75 dairy farms. 

First and foremost, Canadian dairy 
producers feel very badly for farm-
ers who are facing the prospect of 
having no market to supply their 
milk. Frankly, it is a feeling I do not 
believe Canadian farmers can un-
derstand given the Canadian dairy 
system would not allow such a thing 
to happen. 

Secondly, DFO believes it is im-
portant for all concerned to know 

there has been no change to any 
regulations affecting imports or bor-
der controls between the United 
States and Canada. All exports from 
the U.S. and imports into Canada 
are permitted as has always been.

Contrary to any suggestion that Can-
ada is protectionist, the U.S. enjoys 
a significant dairy trade surplus with 
Canada each year. The simple fact 
is the U.S. exports more dairy prod-
ucts—$450 million worth—to Canada 
than it imports from our country.

April was also busy in that we had 
to respond to what we now under-
stand to be “fake news” or “alter-
native facts.” We should be proud 
federal government representa-
tives—from Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, to the Minister of Trade, 
Minister of Global Affairs and the 
Canadian Ambassador to the U.S.—
have all publically defended the Ca-
nadian dairy system. As well, in On-
tario, Premier Kathleen Wynne and 
Agriculture Minister Jeff Leal have 
staunchly defended the Canadian 
dairy system.

Canadian dairy producers are very 
grateful and need to publicly rec-
ognize this ongoing support. As we 
have said on many occasions, our 
dairy system is a privilege we contin-
ually ask the government to support.

This caused me to reflect on why 

it is so strongly supported. The sim-
ple answer I came up with is be-
cause it works. It is vital for all of us 
to remember that what is happening 
in the U.S., particularly with farmers 
going bankrupt and cancelled milk 
contracts with only 30 days’ notice, 
was once the norm in Canada. We 
emerged from that with our current 
system—a system of which I am 
fiercely proud. It protects the econ-
omy, shows record growth, treats 
farmers fairly, and assures consum-
ers a regular, predictable and stable 
supply of some of the highest quali-
ty milk in the world, at fair pricing.

Our system deserves protection 
because it works. We are grateful 
our governments recognize its im-
portance and are not returning us 
to an era where we could be facing 
the same failure and uncertainty so 
many are experiencing in countries 
that do not have or have abandoned 
a system like ours.
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In the upcoming issue of Milk Producer magazine, Ralph Dietrich shares his thoughts on U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s comments about dairy trade between the U.S. and Canada.


