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California passes law to regulate methane from cows 

Nigeria aims to resolve clashes between dairy farmers and herdsmen

California is taking its fi ght against global warming to the farm. Th e United States’s leading 
agricultural state is now targeting greenhouse gases produced by dairy cows and other live-
stock. Despite strong opposition from farmers, Governor Jerry Brown signed legislation in 

September that, for the fi rst time, regulates heat-trapping gases from livestock operations and landfi lls. 
Since the passage of its landmark global warming law in 2006, California has been reducing carbon 
emissions from cars, trucks, homes and factories, while boosting production of renewable energy.

In the nation’s largest milk-producing state, the new law aims to reduce methane emissions 
from dairies and livestock operations to 40 per cent below 2013 levels by 2030. State offi  cials 
are developing the regulations, which take eff ect in 2024. Dairy farmers say the new regulations 
will drive up costs when they’re already struggling with fi ve years of drought, low milk prices and 
rising labour costs. Th ey’re also concerned about a newly signed law that will boost overtime pay 
for farmworkers. Regulators are looking for ways to reduce so-called enteric emissions, methane 
produced by bovine digestive systems. Th is could eventually require changes to what cattle eat. Th e 
biggest target is dairy manure, which accounts for about a quarter of the state’s methane emissions. 
www.kxxv.com. 

DAIRY DIGEST
Dairy project in Kyrgyzstan 
receives a $5 million boost

The World Bank is funding a new project 
designed to improve the productivity 

of dairy farms in Kyrgyzstan. The money 
is aimed at enhancing dairy animal 
productivity and milk quality on farms in 
the country’s Issyk-Kul region. 

Agriculture is an important sector for the 
Kyrgyz Republic’s economy, representing 
about 15 per cent of the country’s gross 
domestic product. According to the World 
Bank, when the Kyrgyz Republic joined the 
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) in 2015, 
it presented opportunities and challenges 
for the country’s livestock production 
sector. Most local producers and 
processors are fi nding it hard to capitalize 
on new markets due to the inability to meet 
the animal health, food safety and quality 
standards of the EAEU.

The funds will help the country increase 
production and make the export of Kyrgyz 
dairy products more sustainable, increase 
incomes for dairy farmers, and create new 
jobs in the dairy supply chain. The project 
will also support cattle identifi cation and 
registration in Issyk-Kul and provide better 
artifi cal insemmination services to improve 
the breed stock of dairy cows. The World 
Bank’s mission in the Kyrgyz Republic is 
to reduce poverty and promote economic 
growth. www.dairyreporter.com.

European milk package strengthens dairy producers’ position in the supply chain

The European Commission recently published the second report 
on the operation of the its Milk Package program, a series of mea-

sures launched in 2012 to strengthen the position of European dairy 
producers in the supply chain.

The report shows after three years of implementation, European 
farmers are increasingly using the tools provided by the Milk Package, 
such as collective negotiation of contract terms via producer 
organizations, or using written contracts. The measure allowing 
collective negotiation is designed to reinforce the bargaining power of 
milk producers, while written contracts offer better transparency and 
traceability to farmers.

The report was initially due to be delivered in 2018, but in light of 

the continuing diffi culties in the dairy sector, EU Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Phil Hogan, decided to fast-track the report to the end of 
2016. This commitment was part of the series of solidarity packages 
for the dairy sector announced and implemented during this past year.

The report also examines other possibilities for dairy farmers. For 
example, Member States are encouraged to take the necessary 
steps to foster the creation of producer organizations that go beyond 
collective bargaining, thus enhancing producers’ power in the supply 
chain. For the full potential of the Milk Package’s possibilities to 
materialize, the report concludes Member States should consider 
extending the program’s application beyond 2020. www.europa.eu/
rapid/press-release_IP-16-3922_en.htm.
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The Nigerian government and a local dairy company, L&Z Integrated Dairy Farms, have 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) aimed at developing the dairy sector and 
helping tackle Fulani herdsmen and farmer clashes in Nigeria.

Th e federal government partnered with the dairy giant to boost the Nigerian dairy industry, 
and help resolve the confl ict between herdsmen and farmers. “Th e confl ict between herdsmen 
and farmers is very undesirable for a country that has 45 million hectares of empty land, and then 
watching cattle herdsmen wandering around and getting to farms,” says Chief Audu Ogbeh from 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development. “But because we have neglected this sector for 
too long, we have the crisis with us and the best way of solving it is retracing our steps and doing 
what L&Z has done and what they are willing to do.”

Ogbeh lamented on the high importation of powdered milk and other dairy products running 
into millions of dollars, which has negatively impacted the economy over the years, and ironically 
resulted in 37 per cent of children being malnourished. Meanwhile, he maintained the government 
is committed to the school milk feeding program of a pint of milk per child daily during school 
hours. He believes the MoU will boost the school milk feeding plan because it will increase chil-
dren’s intelligence and academic performance. Th e MoU will also facilitate formation of herdsmen 
co-operatives, which will help them add value to their business and enhance collection of raw milk 
for production. www.vanguardngr.com. 


