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UPDATE ON DAIRY DIRECT PAYMENT PROGRAM

Milk Producer magazine’s readership survey is 
conducted every five years by DFO communi-
cations staff to gather feedback from readers. 
For the first time, the survey is available online 
at the following link: 

sgiz.mobi/s3/MagSurvey2019
The survey will close on Dec. 20, 2019. 

Readers are encouraged to complete the on-
line survey if possible. Those without Inter-
net access can complete the survey via 
the paper copy that will be provided with 
the November Milk Producer magazine.

Your time and input are appreciated. 
For questions and assistance, contact  

milkproducer@milk.org or 905-821-8970.

MILK PRODUCER MAGAZINE 
SURVEY: AVAILABLE ON PAPER 
AND ONLINE FOR FIRST TIME

DFO LAUNCHES NEW CONSUMER WEBSITE
On Nov. 4, DFO launched its new consumer web-
site at the direct URL https://new.milk.org.

New visitors to www.milk.org will be automati-
cally redirected to the new consumer site. 

For visitors who have bookmarked the industry 
website link or are frequent visitors—namely staff, 
producers and partners—www.milk.org may contin-
ue to redirect to the industry website at the direct URL 
https://www.milk.org/corporate/main.aspx. 

The redesigned website is user and mobile friendly 
and was specifically designed with consumer needs, 
browsing habits and interests in mind. 

DFO’s website announcement gives an overview 
of the strategy and new features, and is available at  
bit.ly/dfo-csite2019. 

The industry website is still accessible from the con-
sumer website. See a document with instructions at   
bit.ly/dfoweb-1.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada will 
be sending Ontario producers a letter 
in mid-November outlining details of 

the federal government’s dairy direct payment 
program, which is being administered by the 
Canadian Dairy Commission. 

Producers can choose to receive their 
payment in 2019 or by March 30, 2020, and 
will have until March 1, 2020 to respond to the 

government letter. 
Producers are encouraged to continue 

checking one of Dairy Farmers of Ontario’s 
(DFO) communication channels for updates 
on the payment program: email sent via 
Constant Contact, such as the e-newslet-
ter; producer dashboard on the existing 
corporate website; or call in to Milkline to 
listen to news recordings.

FEDERAL ELECTION STATEMENT
On Oct. 21, 2019, the Liberals won a minority 
government mandate. DFO congratulates 
Justin Trudeau being re-elected as our prime 
minister. DFO looks forward to continuing to 
work with the Liberal party to deliver a strong 
supply management system for Canadian 
farmers and processors, and high-quality milk 
and dairy products for Canadian consumers. 
Any changes to cabinet minister appointments 
will be shared when released. To read DFO’s 
full statement, and to read Dairy Farmers of 
Canada’s statement in English and French, see 
bit.ly/dfo-fedelec2019. 

 

The ballot count for the 2019 election for board 
members in region 4 and byelection in region 9 
was held on Nov. 12, 2019, in accordance with 
the procedures detailed in Ontario Regulation 
760, as amended, made under the Milk Act. The 
candidates receiving the largest number of eli-
gible votes were Adam Petherick (region 4) and 
Vicky Morrison (region 9). 

DFO’s board, at a meeting held via conference 
call on Nov. 12, 2019, declared Adam Pether-
ick elected to serve as board member for region 
4 for a four-year term commencing immediately 
following the adjournment of DFO’s annual gen-
eral meeting of dairy producers on Jan. 16, 2020, 
and declared Vicky Morrison elected to serve as 
board member for region 9 for the remainder of 
the four-year term, commencing immediately fol-
lowing the adjournment of DFO’s annual general 
meeting of dairy producers, on Jan. 12, 2017.

BOARD ELECTIONS RESULTS

The below funding will apply until Nov. 15. 
Training will continue to be available after Nov. 
15 but may be on a full or partial user-pay basis.
Classroom training: DFO and the Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership (CAP) funding will cover 
the total cost ($325 per session) until Nov. 15. 
On-farm training: CAP funding will cover half the 
cost of on-farm training ($162.50) until Nov. 15. To 
schedule training, see a list of DFO’s advisers on 
DFO’s proAction web page at bit.ly/DFO-pro.

PROACTION TRAINING  
FUNDING ENDING NOV. 15

INCREASED CHECK-OFF  
FEES FOR DAIRY CATTLE

Ontario dairy producers have two opportunities 
each year to sign up for the food bank milk do-
nation program—in May for donations beginning 
on Aug. 1, and November for donations beginning 
on Feb. 1. If any producers would like to partici-
pate in the February 2020 to July 2020 period, they 

can fill out the new donation form included in this 
month’s issue of Milk Producer magazine and return 
it to DFO in the prepaid envelope by Jan. 1, 2020.

If producers have already signed up for the Au-
gust 2019 to July 2020 dairy year, they do not need 
to fill out this form.

FOOD BANK DONATION FORM IN NOVEMBER MAGAZINE  Winter is coming. DFO is reminding produc-
ers to clear snow and ice from yards and lan-
eways bulk tank milk graders travel on. Lanes 
should be clearly marked with poles and reflect-
ing markers. Ice buildup should be salted and-or 
sanded. This ensures timely milk pickup, creates 
a safe environment and is mandated through 
DFO’s Farm Yards and Lanes Policy. 

CLEAR LANEWAYS OF ICE, SNOW

AGM: REGISTER TO ATTEND 2020 MILK CALENDAR UPDATE
Producers will receive a copy of the new 2020 Milk 
Calendar with Milk Producer’s November issue. The 
2020 calendar features chefs and influencers, as well 
as dairy product coupons. 

Ontario residents can now sign up to receive 
a copy of the new calendar in the mail through a 
form on DFO’s new consumer website at the link  
new.milk.org/Programs/The-Milk-Calendar. For 
other calendar inquires, consumers can email  
calendar@milk.org.

DFO’s annual general meeting (AGM) will be from 
Jan. 14 to 16, 2020, at the Fairmont Royal York 
Hotel in Toronto, Ont. DFO would like to invite all 
Ontario dairy producers to attend. Dairy produc-
er committee members have been formally invited 
and are expected to attend the DFO general session 
where current issues and updates will be addressed. 

To register and reserve your accommodation in 
the DFO hotel room block before the deadline on 
Dec. 12, 2019, go to bit.ly/dfo-agm2020.

Beef Farmers of Ontario and Veal 
Farmers of Ontario would like to remind 
all producers, including dairy producer 
members, that as of Nov. 1, 2019, the 
check-off fees for both beef animals and 
veal animals increased by $1.50. 

This brings the total check-off amount 
to $5.50 per head. To see a document 
that includes a breakdown on the in-
creases from each organization, see 
bit.ly/vfo-bfo-checkoff2019.
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MARKETS UPDATE

OPTION 1—Producer Self-Service (www.milk.org)

 (a)  Bids and offers are accepted from the 20th of a month to 11:59:59 p.m. on the first of the following month. It is recommended that you submit your bid or offer a 
few days prior to the deadline (the first day of each month) so that, if there is an error or error message, there is adequate time for you to provide the additional informa-
tion to the Quota Administrator in advance of the exchange closing.

 (b) To place a bid or offer on the quota exchange yourself or have it placed by someone on your behalf, go to www.milk.org and select Login. When prompted, enter your 
Username (your licence number) and your primary Password. Select Quota Exchange and then Buy or Sell Quota. Follow the screen instructions to submit your bid or offer.  

OPTION 2—Customer Service Representative (CSR)

Have your most recent milk statement available so that the CSR can verify the caller is the licence holder or licence holder’s representative.

 (a)  Bids and offers are accepted from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, from the 20th of the month to the 1st of the following month.

 (b)  Write down your bid or offer in the space below before making your call. 

 Buy ________ kg of quota at ________ dollars per kilogram. (Note: You can ask the CSR to put 10% in the kg section and the kg will automatically be calculated.)

 OR

 Sell ________ kg of quota at ________ dollars per kilogram. (Note: You can ask the CSR to put ALL in the kg section if you are selling your total quota.)

 (c)  Call 1-866-518-2525 and a CSR will take your buy or sell information. Record the confirmation number provided by the CSR at the end of your call with your written 
bid or offer information.

To Place a Bid or Offer on the Quota Exchange

Dairy Farmers of Ontario | 6780 Campobello Road | Mississauga, Ontario | L5N 2L8

Several factors will determine what measures P5 boards need to implement in 
the new year.

Butter stock levels: At the end of the 2019-20 dairy year, the Canadian Dairy 
Comission is forecasting butter stock levels to reach 43,000 in July 2020, which 
is above the 30,000 to 40,000 target range. These are indicators excess butter 
stocks would likely be used to fill demand, displacing domestic production.  

Production credits at the farm level: At the end of July 2019, average 
credit days at the P5 level was -8.5 days, which is equivalent to about three 
per cent of quota that could come forward at any time.

Tariff rate quotas (TRQs) for imported dairy products: These are expected 
to come forward this fall, and if so, P5 provinces would not need as much 
domestic milk production to fill demand. 

Patrice Dubé, DFO’s chief economics and policy development officer, says 
there are three potential outcomes in the coming months. If the demand is 
unclear, P5 boards could issue additional incentive days to provide milk supply 
in the short term. If the demand looks firmer, P5 boards may issue a more 
permanent production signal in the form of quota issuance, or they may imple-
ment a combination of both. If demand is softer and-or stocks are higher than 
expected, P5 boards may decide not to issue any additional production signal. 

* Full markets update is available in November Milk Producer on page 40. 

November 2019 
Quota Exchange Offers and Bids 

Quota Price Cap = $24,000/kg

Amount bid for    15,818.92 kg

Amount purchased   559.16 kg

Amount offered/sold   559.12 kg

Number of producers buying   1,113

Number of producers selling  40

Quota purchased by new entrant  N/A
(with assistance)

Quota purchased by new producer  35.00 kg

Maximum quota by allotment round(s) 0.3 kg

Buyer proration    1.238%

Non-saleable quota as of Nov. 1, 2019 0%

                October 2019        September 2019       Difference
            (Figures in $ per hectolitre)

Revenue from processors      $85.29                $83.72               $1.57

Contribution from over-quota     $0.17    $0.06               $0.11

Pool adjustments     -$1.62                            -$1.62               $0.00

Other      -$2.52                -$2.69                            $0.17

Producer blend price               $81.32              $79.47             $1.85

Explaining Changes to This Month’s Blend Price

CDC announcement: On Nov. 1, 2019, the Canadian Dairy Commission (CDC) 
announced a 1.93 per cent increase for Classes 1 to 4, which could result in a 
$1.43 per hectolitre increase for Ontario producers. Changes will come into effect 
on Feb. 1, 2020.


