
At its March 30, 2016 Board meeting, 
the Dairy Farmers of Ontario (“DFO”) 
Board approved the new pricing regu-
lation, effectively implementing a new 
class for dairy ingredients.

“Ontario’s ingredients program is ex-
pected to strengthen the industry and 
stimulate much needed investment,” 
said Ralph Dietrich, DFO Board Chair.  
Mr. Dietrich further noted that one of 
the primary objectives of the Ontario 
ingredients program is to competitively 
position the ingredients listed in Class 6 
for dairy processing. “Current indus-
try and market conditions have only 
reinforced the fact that new investment 
in ingredient capacity is an absolute 
necessity. This new pricing will go a 
long way to make that happen.”

Mr. Dietrich thanked the Ontario Farm 
Products Marketing Commission and 
the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food, and Rural Affairs for their support 
and assistance with making the neces-

sary regulatory changes.

“This is an important step for the Ca-
nadian dairy industry to modernize its 
current infrastructure. It will position our 
industry to be more competitive. While 
Ontario has taken a leadership role, it is 
important to have a national ingredients 
program. DFO is hopeful that compro-
mises can be found to allow all prov-
inces to have an ingredients program in 
the near future,” said Peter Gould, DFO 
CEO and General Manager. 

The Manitoba Dairy Farmers have 
recently announced that they will be 
adopting the Ontario Program in Au-
gust 2016.

DFO is working with the Ontario Dairy 
Council and scheduling on-going 
processor orientation and training 
meetings to review changes to milk and 
ingredient utilization reporting arising 
from the implementation of the new 
class.
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Top: Ralph Dietrich, 
Dairy Farmers of 
Ontario’s chair 
addresses MPPs 
during Lobby Day at 
Queen’s Park. Right: 
Ontario’s Minister of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs Jeff Leal 
at Lobby Day. 

Changes made to 
DFO regulations 
and Grade A inspections

To increase organic milk supply, 
DFO will bring forward up to 4 po-
sitions from the 2017 New Entrant 
Quota Assistance Program for use 
by organic applicants in 2016.

This special Organic New En-
trant Quota Assistance Program 
(ONEQAP-2016) is for 2016 and 
the application period is April 1, 
2016 to May 31, 2016.  The first 
exchange available to purchase 
quota is September 2016. 

Once the selection process is 
completed DFO will advise on the 
application process for the unfilled 
NEQAP positions.

DFO approves new Ingredients Program

Peter Gould, DFO’s general man-
ager at the DFO’s annual meeting 
in Toronto, Ont. 

2016 Tankard 

Charges laid against B.C. dairy farm 

Dairy Farmers of Ontario’s (DFO) board 
approved changes to the DFO Milk 
General Regulation and the DFO Fees, 
Charges, Levies and Penalties Regulation. 
Changes went into effect on April 1, 2016.

Meeting the requirements of the Code 
of Practice for the Care and Handling of 
Dairy Cattle is now a licencing require-
ment to produce and market milk. 
Any Grade A inspection performed in 
addition to one initial Grade A inspection 
and one follow-up inspection in every 
two-year period is subject to a $250 farm 
inspection fee.  The new policy ensures 
producers requiring more frequent in-
spections to maintain Grade A standards 
are directly responsible for paying the 
cost generated by these activities. 

The frequency of Grade A inspections 
has increased based on risk criteria 
related to milk quality test results, farm 
inspection history and complaints. The 
risk-based inspection program ensures 
an efficient use of DFO resources as it 
relates to the monitoring and enforcement 
of Grade A standards in Ontario.
 The current farm inspection fee is $250. 
It will be reviewed and may be revised 
annually. The fee will be applied in the 
following situations:
- second or subsequent follow-up inspec-
tions until farm is Grade A;
- any additional inspections performed as 
part of reinstatement process following 
shut-off from the milk market;
- any additional inspections resulting from 
a substantiated complaint;
- any additional inspections resulting from 
repeated or chronic penalty-level test 
results;
- any additional inspections performed as 
per graduated farm inspection schedule.

The DFO Raw Milk Quality Program 
policies are updated with additional infor-
mation related to farm inspections. DFO 
regulations and Raw Milk Quality Program 
policies are available on DFO’s website. 

Positions for organic 
applicants in NEQAP

Bulk tank samples to be tested 
for Milk Urea Nitrogen (MUN)

MUN will be added to the tests 
performed on bulk tank samples, for 
information purposes. Results will be 
reported as milligrams per decilitre, 
and available to farmers on the Dairy 
Farmers of Ontario website starting 
in May 2016, in the same section as 
composition test results (a username 
and password is required).  

MUN is a normal constituent of milk 
and it provides information regarding 
the nutritional status of dairy cattle. If 
MUN values are high, your herd may 
be wasting feed protein along with 
excreting excess nitrogen into the 
environment. If MUN values are too 
low, the rumen bacteria yield can be 
reduced, limiting milk production and 
milk protein yield.


