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EDITOR’SNOTES By Bill Dimmick

he tragedy of the Listeriosis outbreak linked to Maple Leaf Foods got
me thinking about a two-part feature article I wrote during my first year
as editor of this magazine. That article, almost 19 years ago, was my

introduction to Listeria, a pathogenic bacteria that has prompted increasing
concern about food safety. I looked up the article as I started researching this
month’s cover story.
Little has changed when it comes to a dairy farmer’s role in trying to keep

Listeria at bay and out of our food supply. The recommendations we
published then still stand up today, and we included them as a sidebar to our
cover story on page 34.
Essentially, the Canadian dairy industry was advocating a farm-to-fork

approach to food safety in 1989, and that hasn’t changed either. By reducing
the chances of Listeria, or other pathogenic bacteria, getting into the raw
milk supply, the industry increases the odds of keeping these potentially
lethal bugs out of processed foods. Yes, pasteurization does kill them.
However, there are documented examples of contamination occurring after
pasteurization takes place.
Late August, for instance, a news item from Australia reported a cheese

processor had recalled a brand of Feta from supermarkets and restaurants.
The processor’s own testing procedures had detected Listeria. It was a
precautionary recall, and no illnesses had been reported. A month later, the
country issued a recall of chicken sold in supermarkets, its seventh recall
linked to Listeria this year.
As it did in Canada recently, Listeria proved how deadly it can be earlier

this year in Massachusetts. In January, state health authorities linked three
deaths and two other serious illnesses to contaminated products from a small
dairy processor. The bacteria somehow got into bottled milk after
pasteurization.
In New York state, where farms can legally sell raw milk directly to

consumers, authorities had to stop sales from two operations this past
summer after finding Listeria in their milk during routine testing.
A report from the United Kingdom’s Food Standards Agency just last

month noted the number of Listeriosis cases had doubled since 2000. It
killed 130 people in 2005—the U.K.’s biggest single cause of food poisoning
deaths.
In a report issued last year, the European Food Standards Authority noted,

with some alarm, the number of Listeriosis cases per 100,000 population had
increased 59 per cent over the previous five years. The culprits were mainly
contaminated cheese, fish and meat. A
statement from the authority’s executive
director called a farm-to-fork food safety
approach vital to protecting public health.

Worldwide worry
Canada’s far from alone when it comes to Listeria outbreaks

T
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DFOCHAIR’SMESSAGE By Bruce Saunders

n The Milk Producer’s September issue, an article entitled
“Ambitious Undertaking” described a project to put free
milk into the hands of elementary school children on

World School Milk Day (WMSD). Ambitious it certainly was.
There are 1.4 million elementary students attending 4,000

schools across Ontario. On Sept. 24, designated as WMSD,
DFO and our partners provided free milk to around two-
thirds of these students. Considering Ontario’s huge geo-
graphic area and the fact milk requires refrigeration, this was
an amazing accomplishment. It could only have happened
with the absolute co-operation of all the organizations
involved.
On behalf of the DFO board, I would like to recognize

many of these groups and express our sincere thanks for
making this ambitious project such a resounding success:
• Ontario Dairy Council;
• All fluid processors in Ontario, both provincial and
regional;
• The Five Star distributors (offered by select dairies and dis-
tributors who go into schools and stock fridges, rotate stock
and manage inventory);
• Licensed Independent Dairy Distributors of Ontario, many
of whom are Five Star members;
• Agricultural Adaptation Council;
• Farm Credit Canada;
• Dairy Farmers of Canada;
• Dairy producer committees, many of whom held local
events in schools across the province.
The objective of everyone involved was to get recognition

of milk as part of a healthy, balanced diet, and establish good
nutritional habits among Ontario’s youth. It was hoped this
would lead to increased student participation in schools
already enrolled in the Elementary School Milk Program and
encourage new schools to enter the program.
Again, to all businesses and individuals who planned and

participated in this successful event: Thank You.

ans leMilk Producer de septembre, un article intitulé
“Un projet ambitieux” décrivait une initiative visant à
offrir du lait gratuitement aux élèves de l’élémentaire à

l’occasion de la Journée mondiale du lait dans les écoles –
toute une entreprise !
Les écoles élémentaires de l’Ontario comptent 1,4 million

d’élèves. Le 24 septembre dernier, Journée mondiale du lait
dans les écoles, le DFO et ses partenaires ont fourni du lait
gratuitement à environ les deux tiers de ces élèves. Compte
tenu de l’énormité du territoire de l’Ontario et de la nécessité
de réfrigérer tout ce lait, mener à bien un tel projet a été un
véritable exploit et il a fallu la coopération absolue de toutes
les organisations participantes pour le réaliser.
Au nom du conseil d’administration du DFO, je tiens à leur

témoigner notre reconnaissance et à les remercier bien
sincèrement d’avoir fait de ce projet ambitieux un franc suc-
cès. La longue liste de participants inclut, entre autres, les
organismes suivants :
• L’Ontario Dairy Council ;
• Tous les transformateurs de lait de consommation de
l’Ontario, au niveau provincial et régional ;
• Les distributeurs du Service laitier Cinq étoiles, qui se ren-
dent dans les écoles où ils remplissent les réfrigérateurs et
effectuent la gestion et la rotation des stocks ;
• Les distributeurs de lait autorisés indépendants de
l’Ontario, dont un grand nombre sont membres du Service
laitier Cinq étoiles ;
• Le Conseil d’adaptation du secteur agricole ;
• Financement agricole Canada ;
• Les Producteurs laitiers du Canada ;
• Les comités de producteurs laitiers, qui ont été nombreux
à organiser des événements locaux dans les écoles de la
province.
L’objectif commun était de mettre en valeur la place du lait

dans une alimentation saine et équilibrée et d’inculquer de
bonnes habitudes nutritionnelles aux jeunes de l’Ontario. On
souhaitait ainsi rehausser la participation des élèves au
Programme de lait des écoles élémentaires dans les écoles déjà
inscrites et encourager de nouvelles écoles à se joindre au
programme.
Encore une fois, un gros merci aux entreprises et aux parti-

culiers qui ont assuré la réussite de cet événement en prenant
part à sa planification et à sa réalisation.

Chair, Dairy Farmers of Ontario
September 25, 2008

Thanks to all who made
school milk day a success

Une journée du lait réussie
grâce à un effort collectif

I D
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DAIRYUPDATE

f you owned cattle when confir-
mation of a BSE-positive cow
closed the border in May 2003,

you’re strongly advised to hang on to
your financial records back to 2000.
You may need them to establish com-
pensation entitlement should a class
action lawsuit against the federal
government prove successful.
That advice comes from Cameron

Pallett, the Toronto lawyer represent-
ing dairy, veal and beef producers
who are plaintiffs in the case.

The class action lawsuit,
recently certified by Jus-

tice Joan Lax of
...

the Ontario Superior Court, is seek-
ing up to $10 billion in compensation
from Ottawa for losses producers
suffered as a result of BSE.
“The Ontario action includes all cat-

tle producers in Canada outside Que-
bec,” says Pallett. The Quebec Superior
Court authorized a companion legal
action in that province June 17.
There is no need to sign up or reg-

ister to be part of the class action
suit, he says. However, you can
choose not to be part of it.
“Ontario has what is called an opt-

out regime,” he explains. “If you are
a member of the class you have to
actively choose to
not partici-

pate in the class action and notify us
accordingly, or you are automatically
included.”
The class action suit on behalf of

115,000 cattle producers includes
damage claims for past, present and
future income losses, lost business
opportunities, devalued livestock and
cattle business, and devalued real
estate, Justice Lax noted in her writ-
ten decision, released early September.
In granting certification to the class

action suit, she stated “no class mem-
ber has the resources to prosecute
this action individually against the

federal government.”
In arguing against
certification, federal

Strength in numbers
Cattle producers across the country launch class action suit against Canadian government

I
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government lawyers proposed produc-
ers seek compensation through federal
and provincial programs already in
place. “This will not provide class
members with the remedies they
seek,” Justice Lax wrote. “Those class
members who did not apply to CAIS
(Canadian Agricultural Income Stabi-
lization) have no means of doing
so retroactively. Reimbursement via
CAIS is not full compensation.”
The federal government also ar-

gued certification would harm the
beef and cattle industry’s long-term
economic interests by lending “un-
warranted credence to the arguments
of individuals and groups such as R-
CALF,” she noted in her decision.
These groups have lobbied the U.S.
government and taken legal action to
prevent the border from being re-
opened to Canadian beef and cattle.
“This may be a difficult political

issue, but it is not a reason to deny
certification,” she stated.
In a related decision, Justice Lax

approved a settlement with Ridley
Inc., a feed company based in Mani-
toba and Minnesota. Ridley agreed to
pay $6 million into the plaintiffs’
trust fund. The trust fund will pay for
legal disbursements and counsel fees
as the suit continues against the fed-
eral government.
Ridley reached the settlement agre-

ement in February 2008. “In agreeing
to the settlement, Ridley made no
admission of liability or wrongdoing
in the matter, and will continue to
contest any allegation it was respon-
sible for the plaintiffs’ damages,” the
company stated in a news release.
In her decision, Justice Lax found

Ridley’s equity would provide pro-
ducers with only a small amount of
compensation if they received a judg-
ment against the company. “The set-
tlement focuses the litigation on the
party that is capable of providing
meaningful compensation to class
members,” she stated.
The statement of claim for the plai-

ntiffs alleges federal authorities were
negligent in allowing rendered rem-
ains from cattle and other ruminants
in cattle feed under regulations enact-

ed in 1990. The United Kingdom,
battling a BSE outbreak, banned the
practice in 1988.
Canada didn’t enact a ruminant-to-

ruminant feeding ban until October
1997. Before that ban took effect, at
least 80 cattle imported from the
U.K. and Ireland had been rendered
and could have entered the Canadian
animal food chain by December
1993, the plaintiffs allege.
(For more information, please visit

www.bseclassaction.ca, or see adver-
tisement on page 47 for contact tele-
phone numbers and e-mail addresses.)
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BRITISH COLUMBIA

Pacific Dairy Centre Ltd.
Abbotsford 800-665-09740

MANITOBA/NW ONTARIO

Penner Farm Services Ltd.
Blumenort 800 461 9333

Winkler 866 335 8152
Brandon 866 594 3572

ONTARIO

Penner Farm Services
Granton (877) 225-2507 

Conestogo Agri Systems Inc.
Drayton • 1 800 461-3022

County Automation
Ameliasburg (613) 962-7474

Lamers Silos Ltd.
Ingersoll (519) 485-4578

Lavoie Farm Equipment Inc.
Bourget (613) 487-2946

McCann Farm Automation Ltd.
888-511-4736

Seeley’s Bay (613) 382-7411

Brockville (613) 926-2220

New McLaren Systems Inc.
Cobden (613) 646-2062

Melbourne Farm Automation
Melbourne (519) 289-5256

Penner Farm Services.
Bruce, Grey & Simcoe Counties

Tara 1 877 349 3276

Plante Farm Equipment Ltd.
Brinston (613) 652-2009

R.B. Farm & Dairy Equipment Ltd.

Alexandria (613) 525-3691

Keith Siemon Farm System Ltd.
Walton (519) 345-2734

Claire Snoddon Farm Machinery
Sunderland (705) 357-3579

Wellandport Hardware & Farm Supply

Wellandport (905) 386-6262 • 1 888 327-6487

Woolley Farm Equipment Inc.

Springfield (519) 773-2740

Call your local Houle dealer 
for full details.

See for yourself at: 
www.jhoule.com

Decision sent back
to appeal tribunal
Ontario Agriculture Minister Leona
Dombrowsky has directed the
Ontario Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs Appeal Tribunal to
reconsider submissions and pro-
vide comprehensive reasons for a
decision on quota transfer assess-
ment exemptions.
The tribunal granted an exemp-

tion last summer to Will, John and
Betty Denby, Keith and Ron Jarvis,
and Dale McFeeters, referred to as
the Denby Group, regarding the
application of the transfer assess-
ment on quota sold. All the farms
involved sold their quota in early
2007.

The quota sales took place after
Dairy Farmers of Ontario (DFO)
implemented the transfer assess-
ment as part of quota policy
changes implemented in
November 2006. The minister’s
direction to the tribunal was made
after the DFO board requested
that she vary the tribunal decision.
In another case, the tribunal has

nullified a previous decision that
granted a transfer assessment
exemption to John and Susanna
Cayer last spring. In a written deci-
sion, the tribunal stated a panel
member at the Cayer hearing did
not identify himself as a dairy
farmer before the hearing started.
At press time, a new hearing date
had not been set.



J. Houle & Fils Inc.
Phone: (819) 477-7444 / Fax: (819) 477-0486 M
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EL48 Liquid manure spreader with power steering

New Tool Bar with Incorporators
With 24” hydraulic discs pressurized individually to incorporate nutrients
at a constant depth in sod and minimum till applications.

Lagoon Agi-Pompe®

To rapidly homogenize and pump liquid manure in lagoon up to 22 feet
deep.  Also available with multipurpose undercarriage for concrete pit
up to 16 feet deep.

6” Vertical Agi-Pompe®

To homogenize and
transfer liquid manure
containing long bedding
and bottom sediments.

A reputation built on innovation.
Houle liquid manure spreaders have been the
first to feature a hydraulic power steering and a
hydraulic suspension.  These features improve
drivability and reduce soil compaction.

Lately, Houle has introduced a manure flow
control system and a tool bar with hydraulic
discs for minimum till application.  The flow
control system features a magnetic flow meter
and a unique control valve designed to operate
with fibrous dairy manure.  In combination with
the hydraulic disc incorporators, this manure
flow control enables precise low-pressure
incorporation of nutrients in all types of soil.

As manure management evolves, Houle
equipment is continuously improved to allow
you to benefit from profitable, sound solutions
to manure, environment and farming issues.

Ask your representative about the innovative,
low-maintenance spreaders and pumps that
make manure handling easy.



hat started out as a massive
project from a logistical per-

spective, to provide Ontario elemen-
tary school children with free milk on
World School Milk Day (WSMD),
led to a successful province-wide ini-
tiative. It provided 810,016 milk
servings to 2,425 schools, or 61 per
cent of the province’s elementary
schools.
Of the 2,824 schools enrolled in

the elementary school milk program
(ESMP), 1,995 schools took part.
That’s about 69 per cent of registered
ESMP schools. An additional 430
schools not registered in the ESMP, or
47 per cent, also elected to participate
in the free milk event.
“Thanks to collaboration with all

fluid processors in the province,
for the very first time, Ontario ele-
mentary students received free milk
on September 24 to commemorate
World School Milk Day,” said DFO
general manager Peter Gould. “It was
a huge task to be undertaken by the
dairy industry but one that was well
worth it.”
WSMD is celebrated in more than

80 countries worldwide. Highlighting
the importance milk plays in chil-
dren’s diets is the global event’s main
theme. Establishing good nutritional
habits among Ontario’s youth, while
boosting participation in schools
already enrolled in the ESMP and
encouraging new schools to join, was
DFO’s goal.
Two events to celebrate WSMD in

Ontario took place in Toronto and
Ottawa. Media and various digni-
taries were invited to attend. In addi-
tion, a teacher’s guide of curriculum-
based activities, WSMD info bro-
chure, posters and parent informa-
tion brochure on the ESMP, were
sent to schools prior to the day.
For more information on DFO’s

World School Milk Day project, visit
www.milk.org/worldschoolmilk.

12 | October 2008 | MilkPRODUCER

W

DFO’s World School
Milk Day project
a resounding success

Students at St. Luigi
Catholic School in
Toronto, Ont. took part
in a variety of activities
to celebrate World
School Milk Day.
School trustee Barbara
Poplawski is pictured
with students (below
right), while school
principal Cristina
Fernandes (above
middle) poses with
her students. OMAFRA
parliamentary assis-
tant Lou Rinaldi is also
pictured below helping
milk Maple the Cow.

Please nnote: the U.S. Class III chart has
been moved to the markets section. 
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I’ve sold my farm.
Now what?

CAMBRIDGE, ONTARIO

Steward Associates
has the experience to help you produce 
ongoing income now that your farm has 
been sold. Our specialty is working with 
retiring farmers. We can help you to plan 
and implement a program that will effec-
tively meet your financial goals. If you are 
interested in preserving your capital and 
producing more income, call today and ask 
for our Wealth and Income Preservation Kit.

Contact Rob Knight 
1-800-663-3900

World Digest
Sabotage is behind poisoned milk that killed four babies in China last month

and sickened more than 50,000, claims Fonterra, New
Zealand’s largest dairy co-operative. Sanlu Group, partly
owned by Fonterra, was first advised of the baby milk pow-
der contamination on Aug. 2. Some processors have been
accused of putting the banned chemical melamine into
raw milk supplied to Sanlu. Adding melamine to milk artifi-

cially boosts its protein content, thereby fooling standard food tests. Asked
why Fonterra did not go public with the discovery in early August, New
Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark said Fonterra had pushed for a recall
but had been blocked by local Chinese government officials. Fonterra then
approached the New Zealand government with its concerns, prompting the
Chinese government to take immediate action [www.stuff.co.nz] ... The
Jamaican government is injecting $140 million to help revive its ailing dairy
sector. It hopes to increase milk production to 55 mil-
lion litres by 2018, up from 14 million litres in 2007.
Loans up to a maximum of $1.5 million would be avail-
able for sole ownership farms and $2.5 million for
incorporated businesses [www.jamaicaobserver.com] ... Dairy farm incomes
in Australia were given a boost, as a result of higher milk prices on
Australian dairy farms. According to the Australian Dairy: Financial

Performance of Dairy Farms report, improved seasonal con-
ditions in some dairy regions resulted in higher milk yield
per cow in 2007-08. Farm cash incomes are estimated to

have more than tripled to just over $110,000, while the average farm busi-
ness profit has increased to nearly $24,000, up from a loss of $39,400 in
2006-07 [www.abareconomics.com].

NOTICE: To keep Ontario dairy producers and other industry sectors informed,
Dairy Farmers of Ontario publishes changes to its regulations.

Complete regulations are available on DFO’s Web site at www.milk.org.

DFO Regulation 15/08 replaces DFO Regulation 13/08 and was made to adjust
the price of Special Milk Classes as a result of a CDC announcement, effective
October 1, 2008 as follows:

DAIRY FARMERS OF ONTARIO

Bruce Saunders Chair John Karn Secretary

5(a)
5(b)
5(c)

New
4.0477
4.0477
4.1043

Old
3.7450
3.7450
4.1133

New
8.0172
2.8236
2.5175

Old
8.4445
2.7590
2.7590

New
0.1269
2.8236
2.5175

Old
0.1628
2.7590
2.7590

Butterfat ($/kg) Protein ($/kg) Other Solids ($/kg)Solids



FSR hired for eastern zone
DFO has hired Guy Séguin as field
services representative (FSR) for
eastern Ontario’s zone A, effective
Oct. 1. He had been the organiza-
tion’s farm systems and management
specialist since November 2002.
Alex Hamilton,

who accepted a head
office manager’s
position in DFO’s
production division
more than a year
ago, had been the
zone’s previous full-
time FSR. The zone comprises
Glengarry and Prescott Counties,
and Cambridge and Clarence
Townships in Russell County.

Farm cash receipts
post gains
Farm cash receipts for dairy prod-
ucts totalled $2.643 billion in 2008,
up from $2.538 billion in 2007, rep-
resenting a 4.1 per cent increase,
according to a recent Statistics
Canada report.
Farmers’ revenue, which includes

program payments, reached $22 bil-
lion between January and June 2008.
Farm cash receipts are recorded

when money is paid to farmers and
measure gross revenue only. They do
not represent a farmer’s bottomline.
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FO’s transportation manager Dave Hitchon was a recent recipient of
the Private Motor Truck Council of Canada (PTMC) and 3M Canada

2008 Vehicle Graphic Design Awards. The Make Mine Milk wrapped trailer
was awarded for its bold, eye-catching graphic. DFO began wrapping milk
trailers with promotional material in 2007-08 as a way of reaching a larger
audience in a cost-effective manner. To date, 27 trailers have been
wrapped, with another eight pending. The program will continue in the
coming year with a target of having 55 trailers wrapped by the end of
2009. So far, DFO’s board has committed $120,000 towards the project
from pay-what-you-bid funds. Hitchon is honoured to be recognized by
PTMC and thanks Toronto Digital Imaging for their hard work in applying
the graphics and for their innovative designs.

Truck wrap design wins award

D



The Fertility Leader

More Pregnant Cows. Faster.

Alta leads the industry in semen that gets cows pregnant. 

Progressive dairymen who choose our ConceptPlus program sires 

experience it. And now the USDA’s Sire Conception Rate evaluation 

confirms it.*Alta offers the highest fertility line-up available 

today with the highest percentage of sires above the industry 

average for conception rates!

Alta Genetics Inc.  Canada Toll Free: 1-800-465-8858  www.altagenetics.com

*USDA Sire Conception Rate data - August 2008
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f you build it, they will come is the
philosophy behind the Ontario

Farm Animal Council’s (OFAC’s) lat-
est project: FarmzOnWheelz, a trav-
elling exhibit designed to
reconnect teens and
young adults with
what they eat, where
it comes from and
how it’s produced.
Sue McLarty, hired

to oversee the project,
says the exhibit will en-
gage young urban dwellers
in meaningful explorations of
farming through science and techn-
ology.
“The exhibit promises to be fun

and educational,” she says. “It will
highlight the science and stewardship
of agriculture in Canada to a very
under-reached market—teenagers.”
Although not yet complete, the

travelling exhibit and accompanying
video will be the first of its kind in
Canada and is one of the largest agri-
cultural education projects ever un-

dertaken by OFAC.
Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada provided $443,000
in funding through the
Agricultural Adaptation
Council for the three-year
project. Dairy Farmers of
Ontario (DFO) also donat-

ed $30,000 towards the ini-
tiative.

“DFO believes the exhibit will
serve a useful educational purpose
and looks forward to hearing about
its success,” says John Karn, DFO’s
secretary to the board.
The specialized exhibit is being

built by Toronto’s Ontario Science
Centre (OSC). It will encompass a
24-foot-long trailer that will house

several wheeled interactive kiosks.
The video will focus on planting, har-
vesting, crop diversity, technology,
people and animals, and will be
available in five-minute, 90-second
and 30-second lengths.
In preparing to develop the exhibit,

the OSC design team toured a num-
ber of farms for a first-hand view of
modern agricultural practices, inclu-
ding a dairy barn at the University of
Guelph’s Ridgetown campus. Ken
Doyle, OSC’s project manager, says
his team had the opportunity to “sit
and talk with people whose life is
agriculture.”
McLarty says OFAC is still looking

for industry sponsors and is relying
on stakeholder support to move this
project forward. For more informa-
tion, contact Sue McLarty at the
OFAC office at 519-674-2314 or e-
mail sue@ofac.org.

You know how to treat mastitis.
But here’s how to avoid it.

With OrbeSeal®, the only internal teat sealant, you can reduce mastitis –
the most common and costly disease in the dairy industry.

Using OrbeSeal to prevent mastitis is an investment that pays off.

® Registered trademark of Pfizer Products Inc; Pfizer Canada Inc. licensee

O
rbeSeal

Travelling exhibit connects urban youth with life on the farm
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airy Farmers of Ontario (DFO), a
sponsor of the TD Canada Trust

Festival of South Asia, which recog-
nizes South Asian culture and cuisine,
offered a variety of ethnic dairy prod-
ucts during the celebration.

The festival took place Aug. 23 and
24 on Gerrard street in Little India in
Toronto, Ont. DFO sponsored a dis-
play that featured several South
Asian processors including Hans
Dairy, MC Dairy, Local Dairy and
Brar’s Sweets. Maple the Cow, a
Durham Region Dairy Producer
Committee project, was also on hand
for demonstrations. Some of the
products on display included mango
and plain lassie (yogurt drinks),
Shrikhand (sweet pressed yogurt),
Dahi yogurt and paneer cheese.

More than 20,000 samples of
dairy products from the display were
handed out to visitors.
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Keynote Speakers 
 

Weaning calves: Why are there so many 
challenges? 
Dr. James Drackley, University of Illinois 
 

Mycoplasma bovis: Take control! 
Dr. David Francoz, Université de Montréal 
 

Managing group housing for calves 
Dr. Dan Weary, University of British Columbia 

 
CSI Guelph: Lessons to be learned from 
post mortem investigations 
Dr. Maria Spinato, University of Guelph 
 

Dairy Calf Outlook: Research, trends and 
future developments 
Dr. Ken Leslie and team, University of Guelph 
 

 

 

Thursday December 4th, 2008 
London Convention Centre 

9:00am to 4:00pm 
 
 

Time is running out! Register Today! 
Advanced Rate - Before or on Nov 15: $60 

Regular Rate - After Nov 15: $75 
At the door rate - Dec 4: $85 

For more information visit www.calfcare.ca or to register contact the OVA at 519-824-2942 

Organized by: 

Sponsored by: 

South Asian festival focuses
on ethnic dairy products

D

DFO sponsored an ethnic dairy display at the Festival of South Asia event
in Toronto, Ont., where more than 20,000 visitors took part in the festivities.
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Why wouldn’t the way we treat mastitis?

Speak to your veterinarian about a new intramammary product,
effective against environmental mastitis.
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fter 25 years of industry serv-
ice, Large Herd Operators
(LHO) has changed its name

to Progressive Dairy Operators
(PDO) to better reflect its commit-
ment to its programs and help pass
on the reins to the next generation of
young farmers, says chairman Gerrit
Wensink.
The organization plans to put more

emphasis on dairy business manage-
ment and human resources, while still
maintaining its focus on delivering
high-quality educational tours.
Formed by a dozen volunteers in

1982, the group’s membership has
grown to encompass more than 500
producers representing over 400 dairy
farms.
PDO hopes to attract younger pro-

ducers by forming the youth innova-
tion challenge, co-sponsored by Gr-
and Valley Fortifiers. Each year, three
members will be chosen for their
innovative on-farm solutions.
PDO is also working with industry

partners to deliver its next sympo-
sium, entitled First North American

Conference on Precision Dairy
Management, from March 2 to 4,
2010.
The conference will feature inter-

national experts on sensor-based
technologies such as radio frequency
identification, robotic milking, auto-
mated milk analysis and pedometry.
A three-year membership costs

$100 and includes monthly updates,
a subscription to Dairy Herd Mana-
gement magazine, and reduced tour
and event fees.
For more information, please con-

tact Carol Anne Pinkney at 519-846-
8756 or email capinkney@sentex.ca.

CanWest DHI’s call
for nominations
CanWest DHI is accepting nomina-
tions for directors for Ontario zones
1 and 4. Nominations are open to all
licensed Ontario milk producers.
• Zone 1 (three years to January
2012) includes Lambton, Middlesex,
Elgin, Huron, Perth, Kent and Essex
counties.
• Zone 4 (three years to January
2012) includes Victoria, Peterbor-
ough, Hastings, Northumberland,
Prince Edward, Lennox & Adding-
ton, Frontenac, Renfrew, Lanark and
Leeds counties.
Elections will be held at DHI’s

annual general meeting on Tues., Jan.
13, 2008. CanWest DHI delegates are
eligible to vote for their respective
zone directors. To obtain nomination
forms, contact Allegra Interisano at
1-800-549-4373, ext. 231. All com-
pleted nomination forms must be
returned by 5 p.m., on Fri., Dec. 5,
2008.

Award-winning forage expert
to speak at conference
Dr. Limin Kung Jr., a University of
Delaware professor, will be the fea-

Mid-October: Lennox & Addington, Frontenac, Hastings, Prince Edward
Late October: Waterloo, SASKATCHEWAN
Early November: Wellington, Oxford
Mid-November: Northern Ontario
Late November: Thunder Bay, Perth
Early December: Dundas, Stormont, Glengarry, Wentworth, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Mid-December: Niagara, Brant, Haldimand, Norfolk, Prescott, Russell
Italics indicate mid-round classifications

Tentative HHolstein CCanada cclassification sschedule

Change is good
Large Herd Operators seeks new direction and renewed focus with new name

INDUSTRYROUNDUP

A
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tured speaker at the Forage Focus con-
ferences sponsored by the Ontario
Forage Council (OFC) on Dec. 2 in
Winchester and Dec. 3 at Shakespeare.
Dr. Kung Jr. has received numerous

awards for his forage production
research and is recognized worldwide
for his expertise. He will be speaking
about the art and science of making
good silage and forage production.
In addition, Fritz Trauttsmandorff

will share some of his secrets for
making good dry hay and will offer a
variety of practical take-home mes-
sages.
For more information on the event,

visit www.ontarioforagecouncil.com.

Hay Listing Service
proves popular
The Hay Listing Service, which also
includes straw, has had more than
24,000 visitors in recent weeks.
Producers looking to sell or search
for hay or straw can do so by signing
up at www.ontariohaylistings.ca.
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Ontario HHolstein
Eastern Ont./Western Que.
Championship Show, Kemptville
Oct. 117, 22008 aat 99:30 aa.m.
Autumn Opportunity Show
Orangeville, Ont.
Oct. 222, 22008, 99:30 aa.m.

Dairy FFarmers oof NNova SScotia
2008 FFall RRegional MMeetings 
November 110, 22008
Wentworth aand SShubenacadie
November 112, 22008
Baddeck aand SStellarton
November 113, 22008
Lawrencetown aand WWindsor
For more information, 
visit www.dfns.ca.

Ontario YYoung FFarmers FForum
Junior FFarmers AAssociation oof OOntario 

November 223 tto 224, 22008 
Toronto, OOnt.
For more information , visit 
www.jfao.on.ca or call
519-780-5326.

Dairy FFarmers oof NNew BBrunswick
Annual GGeneral MMeeting
Delta FFredericton 
December 22 tto 44, 22008
For reservations visit
deltafredericton.com/dairyfarm 
or e-mail nbmilk@nbmilk.com.

Dairy FFarmers oof NNova SScotia
Annual GGeneral MMeeting 
January 114 tto 115, 22009
Best WWestern GGlengary 
Truro, NNova SScotia
For more information,
visit www.dfns.ca.

Calendar of events



Stalosan® Ointment

Wounds on the udder, hocks and legs, ring worm, 
tail mange, etc. in dairy cattle

Available in two convenient sizes!
290g/tube and 2.5kg/pail

Wound Drying Product

• Wound drying ointment for continuous use

• Easy to administer: apply directly onto irritated skin, wounds, skin
infections, etc. Repeat daily or as needed until the wound has
healed.

• Very effective against ringworm, skin fungus and othe skin sores

• Stalosan F is a unique hygiene powder that is capable of absorbing five times its own weight in
moisture which helps reduce the growth of bacteria, viruses, and parasites

• Producers that have used Stalosan F to improve the hygiene of bedding packs have  experienced;
lower herd Somatic Cell Counts, improved management of Digital Dermatitis

• The neutral pH of Stalosan F makes it safe & easy to use

• Stalosan F also reduces the release of ammonia from a bedding pack, and
therefore creates a much nicer smell in the livestock buildings and surroundings

• Stalosan F is economical to use. Small dosage, only 50 g per stall, once a week

An Effective Hygiene Powder

Available in an 8 kg
container!

Available through; EBI, Gencor, Nova Scotia, PEI, Westgen

Available through Gencor



Teen magnet
DFC’s popular MoOOo milk promotion is a hit with teens
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DFCPROMOTION By Julie Lefebvre

FC’s MoOOo YouWin pro-
motion is back across the
country for its 14th consec-

utive year.
The national promotion, except

in Quebec and Newfoundland,
features the well-known mooing
carton devices in specially marked
250-mL and 500-mL white and
chocolate milk cartons and bot-
tles. Prizes include movie DVDs,
PlayStation 2 (PS2), Sony video
MP3 players, digital cameras,
Sony notebooks and trips for two
to any concert in North America.
In addition, teens will have two

new ways to win even more prizes.
Each week, they will be asked to
vote for one of two prize packages
on the mooyouwin.ca website poll.
The prize with the most votes will
move on to the semi-finals and so
forth, over an eight-week period.
Prize packages will be drawn bas-
ed on the teens’ area of interests,
such as sports, fashion, entertain-
ment or technology.
To participate, teens must en-

ter a milk UPC code at mooy-
ouwin.ca. Randomly selected con-
test winners will receive the prize
package with the most votes. Vo-
ters can also play a selection of
online games to win additional in-
stant prizes.
The program encourages milk

purchase and consumption am-
ong teens while helping main-
tain their milk drinking habits.
MoOOo You Win runs in Octo-
ber and November.

D

Dairy Farmers of Canada brings you the latest news from the national marketing
and nutrition front with this feature.
Learn more about the programs and activities we carry out to get the most from
your promotion dollar. We welcome your comments, so please write or fax us at:
DFC, c/o Communications Coordinator,1801 McGill College Ave., Suite 1000
Montreal, Quebec H3A 2N4. Fax: (514) 284-0449 or e-mail: jlefebvre@dfc-plc.ca.
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Pass me the cheese, please
This fall, DFC is bringing back
its All You Need is Cheese cam-
paign featuring new television,
radio, print and web creative.
The campaign is aimed at

increasing Canadian cheese
consumption and sales.
Its new television ad, airing

Sept. 22 to Nov. 9, once again
uses a well-known catchy tune
during a family meal occasion.
DFC also developed a new

30-second radio ad that airs in
most major and secondary
Canadian markets, except
Quebec.
Consumers looking to dress

up their vegetables with cheese
can find inspiration in the two
ads in the October and
December issues of Chatelaine,
Canadian Living and Wish
magazines.
The ads are intended to drive

consumers to the allyouneedis-
cheese.ca microsite for more
recipe ideas.

DFC is implementing a multi-faceted
campaign, which includes new adver-
tising, trade show, sporting event
samplings and public relations, to
promote cho-
colate milk as
a post-work-
out recovery
beverage.

The public
relations part
of the program
began in early
October and
includes a
media tour

with Melanie Olivier, an Olympic
sports nutritionist, and a media rela-
tions campaign targeting life-
style, fitness and sports

media. Olivier will conduct several
broadcast interviews with various

media outlets in Ontario and
the Maritimes.

A 30-second television
ad is airing on conventional

and specialty stations for a
six-week period. Also, a one-
page ad aimed at educating

physically
active consu-

mers on choco-
late milk’s benefits

will run in Canadian
Running and Men’s
Health magazines.

Chocolate milk promotion gets Olympic-size boost



PathogenicPathogenic
As the nation’s food
industry comes to grips
with the recent
Listeriosis outbreaks,
dairy farmers are urged
to do their part to keep
pathogenic bacteria out
of the raw milk supply

As the nation’s food
industry comes to grips
with the recent
Listeriosis outbreaks,
dairy farmers are urged
to do their part to keep
pathogenic bacteria out
of the raw milk supply

COVERSTORY By Bill Dimmick/Photo By David BarrCOVERSTORY By Bill Dimmick/Photo By David Barr

f you were to draw a sample of the water
lingering in your milkhouse drain and had
a laboratory analyse it for pathogens, odds
are good the results would show it har-

bours Listeria monocytogenes. You can’t see
them with the naked eye, yet these tiny patho-
genic bacteria have become a household word
across Canada in recent months.
Listeria has shaken the foundation of

Canada’s largest food processing company, sent
shockwaves through Quebec’s artisan cheese
industry and forced the shutdown of Ontario’s
oldest continuously operating cheese plant.
Since August, it has also killed at least 19
Canadians, put dozens more in the hospital

and had health authorities sounding alarm
bells across the nation.
With Listeria now a national issue, dairy

farmers are being urged to do their part to help
keep this health menace at bay. It’s important
for safety and economic reasons, says Dr. Art
Hill, University of Guelph food science
professor.
From a food safety standpoint, Listeria pro-

duces more severe symptoms than other
pathogens that can contaminate dairy prod-
ucts. It can cause spontaneous abortion in
pregnant women, and death results in 30 per
cent of cases, Hill says. “That’s really high.”
Then there are economic consequences: idled

I

26 | October 2008 | MilkPRODUCER



FoeFoe

processing plants, product recalls and lost
sales.
Preventing Listeria contamination of your

bulk tank seems a tall order—these bacteria
abound and indeed thrive in the environment
dairy farms provide—but a few simple steps
can help keep it out of the raw milk supply
(see sidebar, page 30). That, in turn, reduces
the risk of Listeria contamination further up
the food chain.
Listeria has drawn national attention after 18

deaths from Listeriosis, 14 in Ontario, two in
British Columbia and one each in Alberta and
New Brunswick. They were positively linked to
prepared deli meats made by Maple Leaf

Foods, Canada’s largest food processing com-
pany, at a Toronto processing plant. Health
authorities had confirmed 48 cases by late
September, and were investigating another nine
suspected cases.
Maple Leaf closed the Toronto plant in

August and, along with public health authori-
ties, issued a massive recall of 191 products. By
September, the company announced it was
resuming production at the plant where the
Listeria contamination was found in meat slic-
ing equipment.
“Rigorous sanitization of this equipment was

completed on a daily basis in accordance with
or exceeding the equipment manufacturer’s rec-
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Break down the 
barriers to improve  
fibre digestibility.
Get more from your corn silage 
with Sila-Bac® brand 11CFT.
New Sila-Bac® brand 11CFT Corn Fibre Technology unleashes your cows’ full performance 
potential! Unlike any other product on the market, 11CFT disconnects the components 
of the primary and secondary cell walls in your corn silage during storage to “release” the 
fibre. This allows better and faster digestion of the fibre by rumen bacteria. Increased 
fibre digestion can result in increased feed intakes, better body conditions in early  
lactation and more milk produced!

Primary  
Cell Wall

Secondary  
Cell Wall



Pioneer® and Sila-Bac® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions  
of purchase which are part of the labelling and purchase documents. Pioneer is a brand  
name; numbers identify products. ®, SM, TM Trademarks and service marks licensed  
to Pioneer Hi-Bred Limited. © 2008 PHL.

Get more from your corn silage.  
Talk to your Pioneer sales  
representative today for details.



ommendations,” the company stated
in a news release. “However, upon
full disassembly, areas were found
where bacteria may accumulate deep
inside the slicing machines and avoid
the sanitization process.”

Health authorities have warned the
public that people most at risk for
contracting Listeriosis are the elderly,
infants, pregnant women and persons
with depressed immune systems.

“If you’re healthy and you’re
exposed to Listeria, you will rarely be
affected,” says Dr. David Butler-
Jones, chief public health officer of
Canada. However, he advises anyone
in a high-risk group to avoid con-
suming unpasteurized milk and dairy
products, non-dried deli meats and
unwashed fruits and vegetables.

In reopening its Toronto plant,
Maple Leaf has also been striving to
restore consumer confidence in its
products. “This plant has undergone
intensive investigation, deep sanitiza-
tions and testing to ensure that the
Listeria contamination linked to the
recent outbreak has been eradicated,”
says Michael McCain, company pres-
ident and chief executive officer.
“While we have always practised the
highest level of vigilance, we are
implementing even more rigorous
food safety standards going forward,
which are best practice in Canada
and the industry, well beyond indus-
try standards.”

Maple Leaf’s stringent practices
reflect the challenge Listeria poses.
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Consult your veterinarian.
* See label for details 

DESIGNED BY NATURE. ENRICHED BY                                 .  
Colostrum has been called “nature’s perfect food.” It’s also newborn calves’ only source of 
immunity – and their first line of defence against scour-causing pathogens. 

Make sure the colostrum your calves receive contains a high concentration of the right 
antibodies, by vaccinating your pregnant cows with Jencine® ERC.

 > Broad-spectrum activity against rotaviruses, coronaviruses, clostridium and E. coli K99

 > Approved early vaccination programs, for higher antibody concentration in colostrum*

Solid immunity right from the start
® Registered trademark of Schering-Plough Animal Health Corporation, used under license by Schering-Plough Canada inc.

General cleanliness and keeping a sanitary cap on your
milkhouse drain can help keep Listeria from hitching a
ride in your raw milk to a processing plant.

Using sound milking practises that include proper
udder preparation and teat-end hygiene are a good
start, says Alex Hamilton, DFO’s policies and regulations
manager. Clean hands or gloves also reduce risk during
milking.

Keeping the exteriors of pipelines and other milking
equipment clean can help you “make sure what’s on the
outside doesn’t get inside,” he says. Since your milking
system operates under vacuum, even a tiny leak can

suck bacteria into the system and your milk.
The milkhouse drain is a major potential contamina-

tion source. Listeria bacteria thrive in damp environ-
ments.

“By keeping the sanitary cap in place on the bulk tank
valve, you prevent splashes from getting into the valve
when you wash the floor,” Hamilton says. “Also make
sure you keep drains covered and in sanitary condition.”

Current Ontario regulations call for the valve to be at
least 60 centimetres (two feet) from the drain. “This,
along with keeping the sanitary cap in place, can really
help keep Listeria out of the raw milk supply,” he says.

Keeping your operation clean helps keep Listeria at bay



Advanced Animal Nutrition for Improved Human Health



Scientists have characterized it as
“one tough bug.” First discovered in
the 1920s, Listeria remained relative-
ly unknown until the 1980s when
Listeriosis became a reportable dis-
ease. Outbreaks have been reported
around the globe since.
An infectious dose of Listeria is

typically over 10 million bacteria
cells, but as few as 1,000 have been
known to cause illness, says Guelph’s
Art Hill.
Unlike most bacterial pathogens,

Listeria not only survives cold tem-
peratures but actually reproduces
and grows on contaminated foods
during refrigeration as cold as three
degrees Celsius, Hill notes. You can’t
detect it by taste or smell, unlike
most spoilage.
Listeria can also grow, or at least

survive, at high acidity. “So, it sur-
vives easily in fermented milk prod-
ucts such as buttermilk, cheese and
yogurt,” he says.
While it can survive certain types

of cheesemaking, Listeria numbers
slowly decline during ripening,
although it may accumulate in some
surface-ripened cheeses during the
ripening process, he adds.
Listeria can also pose a threat to

your cattle as well as to human
health. Some studies estimate up to
16 per cent of cattle worldwide carry
Listeria in their digestive tracts,
although healthy animals show no
signs of illness while shedding the
bacteria in their manure. However,
veterinarians have diagnosed
Listeriosis in dairy cattle and other
ruminants.
Clinical signs of Listeriosis in cattle

include fever, depression and appetite
loss. Sometimes called Circling
Disease, since afflicted animals walk
in aimless circles, or Silage Sickness,
Listeriosis can cause death unless the
animal is properly diagnosed and
treated with antibiotics. Pregnant
cows may not show outward symp-
toms but could abort their calves

during the last two months of preg-
nancy. Also, while rare, Listeria can
cause mastitis.
Studies around the world surveying

bulk tanks to determine Listeria inci-
dence in raw milk have found a range
of two to 12 per cent. An Ontario
survey done in 1996 detected Listeria
in 2.76 per cent of samples tested. A
more recent study in Spain found the
bacteria in 6.1 per cent of bulk tanks.
The Spanish study also notes a statis-
tical analysis confirmed the relation-
ship between low silage quality and
Listeria’s presence in raw milk.
Although no link has been estab-

lished officially with raw milk con-
tamination, Listeria detected in
Quebec cheeses had the industry in
an uproar early September. Quebec
authorities attributed one death and
14 people sent to hospital due to
Listeriosis as government officials
ordered the recall of 11 cheeses.
As the list of hospitalized cases

grew, the province’s agriculture min-

Dick Raycraft (Ont. Manager)
Tel: 519-588-8044 Fax: 519-356-2125
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As Usual, Happy Endings Begin With ScourGuard™

Newborn calves must consume enough immunoglobulin-rich colostrum in the first few hours so they can fight off disease.
So you’ve counted on ScourGuard™ to help produce the best colostrum possible. Today, your trusted and dependable scours
protection has evolved. Now better than ever, count on new and improved ScourGuard™ 4KC.

Protection calves can live with.

TM Trademark of Pfizer Products Inc., Pfizer Canada Inc. Licensee.
SCG-013 SCG4 JADP02 0808 E



istry announced it had traced the
source to two cheesemakers but was
widening its investigation to all 44 of
Quebec’s raw milk cheese processors.
The agriculture ministry also

sparked a furor as officials carted off
thousands of dollars worth of prod-
uct from retailers and destroyed it
without first testing for Listeria.
However, ministry officials claimed
they had no choice, noting they had

found 16 instances of the bacteria
either on cheese or slicing equipment.
By then, 22 Listeriosis cases linked

to cheese had been reported in
Quebec, including the death of one
elderly woman. Seven pregnant
women had been diagnosed, six giv-
ing birth prematurely and three new-
borns fighting the infection.
In an editorial, the Montreal

Gazette, a major daily newspaper,
opined the Quebec government
showed more panic than prudence in
dealing with the outbreak. The news-
paper speculated “it will probably
take months, or even years, for
Quebec’s prize-winning cheese indus-
try to recover.”
As Guelph’s Art Hill notes, making

raw milk cheeses like those in Quebec
poses special challenges. “Studies on
the incidence of Listeria in milk from
U.S. and Canadian dairy herds indi-
cate rates varying from one to eight
per cent. In other words, it’s a given

that Listeria will show up in your
plant within a relatively short time,”
he says.
Cheese plants can generally isolate

Listeria in their raw milk receiving
areas through pasteurization, along
with good plant hygiene.Making raw
milk cheese, however, lets it contami-
nate an entire plant. “For surface-
ripened cheese like Camembert,
Listeria present in the cheese will
almost certainly proliferate during
ripening,” he says.
Making raw milk cheese also

increases the risk of cross-contami-
nating pasteurized products made in
the same facility, he adds.
In Ontario, Listeria somehow con-

taminated Ivanhoe Cheese, which
makes pasteurized products. Pasteur-
ization does kill Listeria, although it’s
more heat-resistant than other
pathogens. “It is imperative that pas-
teurization is performed properly,”
says Hill.

The Calf Housing Specialists

YoYouourur ##1#1ChChohoioicicece foforor cacalalflfhohouoususisiningng

Don’t let your calf care be the w fter all our cal es are the

Calf Hutch
&

Animal House

Don’t let your calf care be the weak 
link in your dairy operation!

fter all, your calves are the
future of the herd.

905-945-3116 • 888-231-3575
www.agri-plastics.net

TheThe
Calf HousingCalf Housing 

SpecialistsSpecialists

Indoor Calf
Raising Pens

P t t Pending
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Dairy industry concern about Listeria goes back to the
1980s, when several North American outbreaks sparked
programs to try to contain the bacteria and the threat
posed to public health.
In Ontario, for example, a special subcommittee com-

prising producer, processor, transporter and government
representatives took an exhaustive look at environmental
pathogens. In 1989, they developed 13 guidelines to min-
imize pathogen transfer, several of them applying directly
to producers:
• make good quality silage. Silage with a pH less than
4.8 minimizes feed as a contamination source;

• clean feed mangers and water bowls regularly to pre-
vent accumulation of decomposed feed;
• properly sanitize all equipment before each milking;
• keep herd somatic cell counts at acceptable levels;
• keep your milkhouse clean and floor drains properly
covered;
• adhere to regulations;
• keep lanes paved or properly gravelled to reduce the
chance of milk tankers and drivers picking up contami-
nated material;
• restrict cattle from access to areas where tankers must
travel.

Recommendations from 1980s still stand the test of time



At press time, Ivanhoe personnel
continued to work with authorities
on finding the contamination source,
doing extensive testing of the plant
and products. The company issued
product recalls and shut down its
plant early September. No date had
been set to resume receiving milk and
making cheese.
Operating continuously since 1870

just north of Belleville in a communi-
ty of the same name, Ivanhoe detect-
ed Listeria on its premises during a
routine internal safety inspection.
The safety program includes taking
swabs of the plant’s environment—
even the ceilings—and laboratory
analysis done weekly, says Leslie
Wood, company spokesperson. Upon
detecting Listeria, plant personnel
took more samples and had them
analysed by an independent lab.
After confirmation from those

tests, Ivanhoe issued voluntary prod-
uct recalls, notified the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency and shut
down operations. “Because of our
program, we took action within a
short period of time—eight days—of
the first indication (of Listeria),” says
Wood. “In this case, it’s an example
of the system working and working
quickly.”
Sometimes sources never are isolat-

ed, she adds. “In many cases, it’s a
process of elimination.”
Since the 1980s, dairy processing

plants have put stringent procedures
in place to keep Listeria and other
pathogens out of their premises. As in
the Ivanhoe case, however, contami-
nation has occurred in plants after
pasteurization. In 2002, for example,
19 people were hospitalized during a
Listeriosis outbreak traced to pasteur-
ized Camembert cheese in B.C. Two
pregnant women had miscarriages.
Health authorities worldwide

stress prevention as the most effective
control to avert such tragedies. As
they point out, prevention starts at
the farm.

Bill Dimmick is editor
of The Milk Producer.
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innovators in agriculture

Eliminate the hands holding back your operation. With fewer labor hassles and
increased efficiency, the Lely Astronaut A3 robotic milking system can achieve a
consistent, 24/7 milking routine. Proven on thousands of dairy farms worldwide, the
Astronaut A3 will transform your operation on every level. From enhanced herd health and
total herd management to milk quality measurement, the Astronaut A3 will deliver
consistency day after day. Combine Lely’s unparalleled expertise with our
knowledgeable, authorized Lely Center Dealer and you’ll see why Lely is the world leader
in robotic milking systems. Call us today to learn more. Live Life Lely

CONSISTENT MILKERS.
ON DEMAND 24/7.

The Lely Astronaut A3
Robotic Milker.

To see how the innovative 
Astronaut A3 can revolutionize 
productivity on your operation,

contact your Lely Center Dealer or 
call 1-877-LELYCOW.

www.lely.com 

Woodstock — Lely Center 519-602-6737
Tony Brazda — Eastern Ont. 613-929-9056

Penner Farm Services — Ontario 519-225-2507 
 — Manitoba 800-461-9333

To see how the innovative 
Astronaut A3 can revolutionize 
productivity on your operation, 

contact your Lely Center Dealer or 
call 1-877-LELYCOW.



s involuntary culling due to
lameness increases worldwide,
dairy producers in Sweden can

now select herd sires directly to
improve claw health. Ongoing
Swedish research into claw and hoof
health traits is providing new insights
into dairy cow lameness, and the
Swedes have recently published
national sire breeding values for
Swedish artificial insemination (AI)
bulls for claw health.
Dairy cow lameness causes signifi-

cant economic losses worldwide from
reduced production, delayed days to
conception, increased veterinary
treatments and cow losses. The
Swedish model, along with research
in other countries, is showing how
dairy producers can potentially com-
bat this trend through breeding.
In spite of breeding programs

emphasizing improved feet and legs
and locomotion, involuntary culling
for lameness has increased in many

countries to the extent it accounts for
up to 16 per cent of all cows culled.
In Sweden, producers cull 8.1 per
cent of Swedish Holsteins and 5.9 per
cent of Swedish Reds for feet and leg
disorders.
Professional hoof trimmers in

Sweden routinely record claw health
traits during regular herd visits.
These conditions include digital der-
matitis, heel horn erosion, sole hem-
orrhage and sole ulcer. Hoof
trimmers indicate no incidence, or
slight or severe incidence on the
cow’s most severely
affected foot.
Digital dermatitis and

heel horn erosion are
considered hygiene-relat-
ed conditions, and are
highly related to each
other. Sole hemorrhage
and sole ulcer are lamini-
tis-related conditions as-
sociated with feeding
management.
Researchers analysed

records from more than
65,000 Swedish Holsteins
and 58,000 Swedish
Reds. When grouped
together, digital dermati-
tis and heel horn erosion
had a slight incidence of
16 per cent and a severe
incidence of three per
cent for Holsteins. Sole
hemorrhage and sole
ulcer had occurrence
rates of 21 per cent slight
and 10 per cent severe.
Swedish Reds had sig-

nificantly lower num-
bers. Researchers found

the difference between the breeds for
sole hemorrhages and sole ulcers
increased with lactation number.
Either Swedish Reds have a better
recovery rate or Holsteins have a
more pronounced weakness with age.
Nevertheless, there is genetic varia-

tion in these objective claw health
traits, especially when related disor-
ders are combined, Swedish re-
searchers have found. Heritabilities
are low, ranging from 3.5 to 8.5 per
cent, and environmental factors obvi-
ously affect these disorders greatly.

RUMINATIONS By Blair Murray

Ruminations is prepared by Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs livestock
technology specialists to provide information
you can use on your farm.

A

Sweden leads the way in
showing how to select sires
that will combat the culling
due to lameness trend

Swedish hoof trimmers record health data.

Healthier hooves
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SOME THINGS WORK BETTER TOGETHER

For product information please call: 1-800-605-2584. For technical service please call: 1-888-306-0069
Schering-Plough Canada Inc., Kirkland, Québec H9H 4M7

® Registered trademark of Schering-Plough Canada inc.
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LUNG PROTECTION
THERAPY

Bovine Respiratory Disease (BRD) is an important cause of
economic loss for the dairy industry.

Lung Protection Therapy combines the benefits of an NSAID and an
Antibiotic, reducing lung lesions and the economic impact associated with BRD.

Ask your veterinarian how Lung Protection Therapy can work for you.



However, adequate genetic variation
in the incidence can be estimated
from field data for use with regular
sire evaluations.
Heritabilities found in Sweden tend

to agree with similar research con-
ducted on somewhat smaller groups
of cows in The Netherlands and
Germany.
In the Dutch study, more than 70

per cent of cows studied had at least
one claw disorder, and researchers
found heritabilities up to 10 per cent.
They also found locomotion scores
during first lactation generally indi-

cated future claw health.
The German research reported this

year involved 16,000 cows. Similar to
the Swedish method, data were
recorded at time of hoof trimming
using a handheld computer equipped
with a custom-made program. Data
were later uploaded to the German
milk recording organization for
analysis. Heritabilities were low, with
laminitis at 13.5 per cent being one of
the higher values. However, the
Germans believe they found enough
genetic variation to show genetic
selection could improve hoof health.

The Swedish researchers also com-
pared claw health traits with existing
type conformation scores and found
a small positive correlation with only
one conformation leg trait. They con-
clude recording and selecting directly
for hoof health is a better option than
indirect selection from other traits.
One important relationship they
found was a positive correlation
between claw health and cow sur-
vival value.
Swedish hoof trimmers record

about 200,000 treatments per year.
Data handling and storage is free as
part of the national database. Farm-
ers pay hoof trimmers for their serv-
ices, and an extra data recording
charge may apply.
Hoof trimmers fill out a paper

form in the trimming stall. Forms are
later scanned, and the information is
uploaded and stored in the national
dairy database for genetic evaluation.
Swedish producers now have estimat-
ed breeding values for about 500
bulls.
In any country, producers, along

with their hoof trimmers, veterinari-
ans and nutritionists, could benefit
from recording and tracking hoof
disorders. For example, incidence and
trends related to feeding and lamini-
tis disorders versus hygiene-related
diseases could provide valuable man-
agement insight. Immediate econom-
ic benefits could include solving a
herd problem or monitoring a feed-
ing program’s results.
Profitable use of this kind of infor-

mation in herd management may
lead to enough data to let Canadian
producers select directly for hoof
health, too.

Blair Murray is OMAFRA’s dairy genetic
improvement specialist, based in
Kemptville, Ont. Reference: Bergsten, C.,
S. Naeslund and J. Eriksson. 2008.
Genetic achievements in claw health
based on claw trimmers reports from
maintenance trimming. Proceedings,
15th International Symposium on
Lameness in Ruminants, Kuopio,
Finland.
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By Dan Woolley

o veterinarian Dr. Ernest
Hovingh dairy cow lameness “is
much more than bugs and

drugs.” The Pennsylvania State
University professor of veterinary
medicine strongly advises against
looking for “a single silver bullet to
cure all your problems.”

Hovingh was a featured speaker at
a recent lameness and hoof trimming
workshop at the Nova Scotia Agri-
cultural College’s Ruminant Animal
Centre. Dan Mosley, a dairy specialist
with the farm consulting firm Agra
Point, which co-sponsored the work-
shop, noted lameness is a big factor
in culling cows and “one of the main
reasons we get reproductive and mas-

titis issues on-farm.”
Lameness is tied with poor milk

production as the third most com-
mon reason for culling dairy cows at
16 per cent. Producers cull an esti-
mated 26 per cent of cows due to
reproduction problems and 23 per
cent because of mastitis, Hovingh
said.

The costs of lameness are decreased
fertility or the inability to conceive,
17 more days from calving to the first
service, 30 more days from calving to
conception, an increased mastitis risk
and decreased value for culled cows.

As much as 20 per cent of a dairy
herd can be lame, much higher than
commonly thought. To measure
lameness, a locomotion survey of a
cow provides a fast, easy and
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Manitoba - The Affordable Alternative

For more information on these farms and more
Call Sheldon, Stacey or Dolf 204-326-4567

www.manitobafarms.net
Check out all our listings at

Dairy- 116.23 kgs quota, 588 acres, newer
123 stall drive-thru freestall barn, attached
calf barn with 18 stalls, heifer barn with 70
freestalls, 1600 sq. ft. bungalow, quota &
cows incl. $3,999,000

Unique Dairy  - 75 tiestall barn, 56.54 kgs
quota, 282 acres, loaded with automation
from 8 unit track milking system, compu-
terized grain cart, track round bale feeding,
climate controlled.  $2,399,000.

Dairy- 160 acres, 110 acres workable, 108
stalls, 12 swing over with surge auto cluster
removers, hay shed, commodity shed, work-
shop, youngstock facilities, grain storage,
available vacant, 60 kg quota or 100 kg quota.
Call for more info.

Sept. 1st, 2008 quota price $23,500/kg

Banishing lameness

T

Hoof trimming is one of several
steps for curbing lameness.

Multi-step approach needed to deal with costly ailment



“Sound feet are firmly placed on
the surface with legs almost perpen-
dicular,” he said. “There is minimal
rotation of the hooves. If she is trying
to shift weight on her feet, it indicates
soreness.”
For most dairy farmers, the main

expense of minimizing lameness is
hoof trimming. At $346 per cow
annually, it’s the lowest expense in
the average herd, he estimated.

The goal of hoof trimming is to
have even weight bearing across the
bottom of the hooves, with a flat sur-
face on the heel, front to back and
side to side, and the edge squared at
the front of the claw, Hovingh said.
Not every cow will have to be

trimmed, particularly in free stalls
with sand bedding, he said. However,
when trimming, look at every cow
twice per lactation and at dry-off up

to four weeks dry.
Lameness occurrence varies sea-

sonally, and incidence increases at
certain stages of lactation, he said.
“The reason we have claw disease in
October to November is because of
heat stress in the summer and
changes in the ration during the sum-
mer.”
An estimated 90 per cent of lame-

ness involves hooves, mostly hind
hooves. Outside claws are the problem
in 80 to 90 per cent of those cases.
“The pieces of the lameness puzzle

are cow comfort, stall size and floor
surface,” he said. Standing up con-
stantly in stalls is abnormal cow
behaviour since 80 to 90 per cent of
them should be lying down at any
given time.
When standing, a cow should be

able to get all four hooves onto the
stall bed, he said. “If you have an
older tie-stall barn; you have to take
a close look at the comfort issue
because cows are bigger today.’
The barn floor’s condition is

important since cows with sore feet
like rubber mats, he said, adding that
dry, clean feet help cure lameness.
Scrape barn floors frequently.
Hovingh recommended formalin

instead of copper sulphate in foot
baths because of environmental con-
cerns. Many foot baths are too small
and may have an inadequate forma-
lin concentration. For best results,
change the formalin twice a week.
Feed sorting is an issue as well

when it comes to sound nutrition for
optimum hoof health, he said. “We
need to look at how full the feed
bunk is and what the cows are sort-
ing.”
Deficient diets contribute to lame-

ness, said Jerry McDowell, a repre-
sentative of Zinpro, a maker of
organic trace minerals for cow diets
such as calcium, manganese and
phosphorus. Adequate mineral intake
helps a cow’s corium, part of the
hoof, make hoof-horn tissue.

Dan Woolley is a freelance writer based
in Truro, Nova Scotia.
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Dairymen – give your milk the green light!  Delvotest® is the gold standard antibiotic 
residue test for milk throughout the supply chain. Guaranteeing accurate results, 
Delvotest® screens for the broadest range of antibiotics (including Pirsue™).  
Perfect for testing bulk tanks or individual cows, Delvotest® is economical, 
convenient and easy to use. The new MCI-12 incubator is available in AC or 
12V DC models, and provides accurate readings up to eight hours after the end 
of incubation. Plus, Delvotest® provides a much lower cost-per-test than narrow 
spectrum “fast tests.”  

Delvotest®…the easy, accurate, economical way to assure the safety of your milk.

Delvotest® Simply the best antibiotic testing



ffected by environment and cli-
mate, mastitis incidence often
has a seasonal pattern. How-

ever, this pattern can also result from
a pronounced seasonal calving pat-
tern, putting many cows in a more
susceptible lactation stage at the
same time.
Bulk milk somatic cell count (SCC)

has decreased considerably in Canada
and most European countries as
dairy farmers adopt a standard mas-
titis prevention program. This result-
ed partially from the introduction of
bulk milk SCC penalty limits at
500,000 cells per millilitre in Canada
and 400,000 in Europe. As well, low
bulk milk SCC premiums, such as the
British Columbia and Prince Edward
Island bonus programs, have encour-
aged better udder health.
However, every region of the world

has high bulk milk SCC problem
herds. In Canada, where the 2006
bulk milk SCC averaged 230,000,
five per cent of herds averaged SCCs
above 400,000. In 32 per cent of
herds, average SCC topped 400,000
at least once a year.
The percentage of cows with high

SCCs caused by subclinical mastitis
heavily influences bulk milk SCC.
Southern hemisphere herds with a
seasonal calving pattern have the
highest bulk milk SCC around the
winter calving period, July to
September. In New Zealand, for
example, the lowest bulk milk SCC in
these herds occurs in September to
October, shortly after calving, and
bulk milk SCC then slowly increases

again towards the end of the season
in April to May.
In northern hemisphere countries,

herds with year-round-calving have
the same bulk milk SCC seasonal pat-
tern, peaking from July to October
(see Figure 1, page 45). It is no sur-
prise individual SCCs are also highest
in this period. The question is
whether the higher percentage of
cows with high SCCs in summer is
caused by a larger number of new
high-SCC cases or by a lower cure
rate with a longer duration.
A study of 300 Dutch free-stall

herds, with average bulk milk SCCs
comparable to Canadian dairy herds,
found a peak of 15 per cent of new
high-SCC cases in older cows in May
(see Figure 2). The number for heifers
was less pronounced, peaking in
August and September at six to seven
per cent.
The percentage of new high-SCC

cases that became chronic—high
SCC at two or more consecutive DHI
test-days—in older cows was rela-
tively stable over the year, ranging
from 75 to 80 per cent (see Figure 3).
A one-time peak in SCC occurred
more often in heifers—60 per cent
became chronic, while there was a
pronounced August peak of 70 per
cent. Older cows had a new high SCC

Seasonal swings

APPLIEDSCIENCE By Herman Barkema and
Richard Olde Riekerink

The time of year has a lot to do with the type of bacteria
that may be causing udder infections in your dairy herd

A

Bulk milk SCCs tend to peak from July to October in Canada.
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Organized by Gencor and Dairy Farmers of Ontario

For more information please contact:
Wendy Hasson
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1-888-821-2150

Donna Lange
Dairy Farmers of Ontario
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more often, which stayed high more
frequently. Cows later in lactation
more often had a new high SCC.

So, both a peak in new high-SCC
cases in spring and a peak in chronic
cases in summer caused the summer
bulk milk SCC peak. The most likely
cause of the April peak of new high-
SCC cases is an increased incidence

of Staphylococcus aureus udder
infections. The August rise can be
explained by an increased incidence
of Streptococcus uberis udder infec-
tions.

The percentage of new high-SCC
cases that became chronic was sur-
prisingly large. If SCC is high for the
first time, the odds are high that SCC

will still be high at the next test, par-
ticularly in older cows, and even
more so at the end of lactation.

Clinical mastitis incidence is also
seasonal, and location is a major fac-
tor. In confined U.S. dairy herds, inci-
dence is highest in summer months,
June to August, when streptococci
and coliforms (E. coli and Klebsiella)
particularly play a role. Summer
humidity and temperatures increase
coliform counts in bedding material,
increasing environmental mastitis
incidence.

In countries with moderate cli-
mates, such as Canada and Northern
European nations, the situation is
quite different from that in the south-
ern U.S. In the Dutch study, clinical
mastitis cases peaked in December
and January—1.5 times higher than
the number in summer. There was a
pronounced difference in the bacteri-
al cause of mastitis between seasons.
Streptococcus uberis mastitis peaked
in August, while the peak in the other
pathogens such as E. coli, Staph.
aureus and Streptococcus dysgalacti-
ae occurred in winter (see figures 4
and 5). We have no explanation for
the short July peak in clinical Staph.
aureus and E. coli mastitis.

Housing also made a difference.
The E. coli mastitis incidence in semi-
and totally confined herds peaked in
summer. In herds with cows on sum-
mer pasture, the clinical Streptococ-
cus uberis mastitis peak was three to
four times higher than in confined
herds.

In New Zealand, where cows are
pastured all year, Streptococcus
uberis most commonly causes masti-
tis, and E. coli mastitis is relatively
rare. Streptococcus uberis likely
maintains a cycle through contami-
nation of grass with infected manure.
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In the Dutch dairy herds, most
Streptococcus uberis infections
occurred during lactation, contrary
to what has been reported in con-
fined U.S. dairy herds.
Bulk milk SCC, new and chronic

udder infections and clinical mastitis
incidence are seasonal. Clinical mas-
titis incidence cannot explain bulk
milk SCC increases in August and
September. It is caused by an
increased number of new high-SCC
cows and longer periods of high SCC.
Incidence of Streptococcus uberis
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Figure 1. Bulk milk somatic cell count (1,000 cells/mL) in Ontario from
1988 to 2007 (Dr. David Kelton and www.dairyinfo.gc.ca).
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Figure 2. Proportion of ‘new’ high SCC (SCC ≥
200,000 cells/mL) cows per 14-day period of all
heifers (▲) and multiparous cows (●) that had a low
SCC at the previous test day.
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Figure 3. Proportion of ‘chronic’ high SCC (SCC ≥
200,000 cells/mL) cows per 14-day period of all
heifers (▲) and multiparous cows (●) that had a
high SCC at the previous test day.
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Figure 5. Incidence rate of clinical mastitis (IRCM)
for Streptococcus uberis (●) and Streptococcus dys-
galactiae (▲) per 14-day period.
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Figure 4. Staphylococcus aureus (●) and Escherichia
coli (▲) incidence rate of clinical mastitis (IRCM) per
14-day period.



mastitis is related to pasture, while
mastitis with other streptococci and
E. coli are more barn-related. The
study demonstrates the importance
of milk culture and differentiation of
mastitis pathogens to make specific
recommendations in udder health
control programs.

Herman Barkema is a veterinarian,
department of production animal health,
faculty of veterinary medicine, University
of Calgary, Alberta and Richard Olde
Riekerink is a veterinarian, GD Animal
Health Service Ltd., Deventer, The

Netherlands. The authors would like to
thank Dairy Farmers of Canada,
CBMRN (Valorisation – Recherche -
Québec), NSERC, Atlantic Veterinary
College and GD Animal Health Ltd for
their financial support, without which
this project would not have been possi-
ble. References: Clements, A. C., D. U.
Pfeiffer, and D. Hayes. 2005. Bayesian
spatio-temporal modeling of national
milk-recording data of seasonal-calving
New Zealand dairy herds. Prev. Vet.
Med. 71:183-196. Erskine, R. J., R. J.
Eberhart, L. J. Hutchinson, S. B. Spencer,
and M. A. Campbell. 1988. Incidence
and types of clinical mastitis in dairy

herds with high and low somatic cell
counts. J. Am. Vet. Med. Assoc. 192:761-
765. Olde Riekerink, R.G.M., H. W.
Barkema, and H. Stryhn. 2007. The
effect of season on somatic cell count
and incidence of clinical mastitis. J.
Dairy Sci. 90:1704-1715.
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The next time your cattle get sick,
ask your veterinarian about Nuflor.

A research priority for
Canadian dairy farmers
The CBMRN research program is divided
into two themes: mastitis monitoring and
mastitis control. Three monitoring proj-
ects are directed at answering questions
raised by this study:
1. Investigating the occurrence and mon-
itoring of new udder infections.
With the help of questionnaires on man-
agement practices and milk sample col-
lection from the National Cohort of Dairy
Farms, and bacteriological analysis, this
project will describe udder infection
dynamics.
2. Validation of on-farm mastitis
pathogen identification systems.
The first phase of this project examined
on-farm culture media tools for rapidly
identifying bacteria in milk samples. The
second phase, started in December
2007, will formulate guidelines for masti-
tis treatment and monitoring effects of
farm antibiotic use, disease outcome,
mastitis cure rates and overall clinical
mastitis incidence on farms.
3. Identifying genes that enable bacteria
to cause chronic intramammary infec-
tions and clinical mastitis.
This project uses molecular techniques
to identify genes that permit bacteria,
more specifically S. aureus, to infect
udders and cause mastitis.

All Canadian dairy farmers participate
in funding the research program and are
involved in all CBMRN decision-making
levels. To find out more or to share your
ideas and comments, visit the CBMRN’s
website, www.mastitisnetwork.org, or
contact Julie Baillargeon:
Julie.baillargeon@umontreal.ca.



This notice may affect your rights. Please read carefully.

(Advertisement)

To class members who are:  

Ontario National Settlement Class:
All persons who as at May 20, 2003 were resident 
in Canada (except the province of  Québec) and 
farmed cattle, including but not limited to cow-
calf, backgrounder, purebred, veal, feedlot and 
dairy producers.

individual, partnership, corporation, cooperative, 
communal organization, trust, band farm or 
other association who as at May 20, 2003 was 
farming cattle within the meaning of the Income
Tax Act; and

Québec Settlement Class:
All physical and moral persons residing in Québec 
who raise cattle or sell cows or calves who have 
suffered damages as a result of the discovery 
of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in 

 20, 2003 
and who suffered from the closure of borders to 
the export of Canadian beef and live cattle.

CERTIFICATION AND SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT APPROVAL ORDERS 
Class action lawsuits were commenced in April, 
2005 in Ontario, Québec, Saskatchewan and 
Alberta against the government of Canada 
alleging that it was responsible for allowing the 
introduction of bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
(BSE) into the Canadian cattle herd and against 
Ridley Inc. (the “settling defendant”) alleging 
that it manufactured infected feed fed to a cow 
diagnosed with BSE on May 20, 2003 

A national Settlement Agreement capping the
settling defendant’s liability has been reached with 
the settling defendant.  The settling defendant 
denies liability and wrongdoing on its part. 
The Settlement Agreement is a compromise of 
disputed claims 

The Québec action was authorized as a class 
action in June of 2007 as against both the 
government of Canada and the settling defendant. 
Notice of the authorization of the Québec action 
to the Québec class was published in September 
of 2007.  The court in Québec has approved the 
Settlement Agreement. 

as a class action for settlement purposes as 
against the settling defendant on behalf of all 
class members in Canada, apart from those 
in Québec, and has approved the Settlement 
Agreement.  The court in Ontario has also 

government of Canada, but the government is 

decision is not overruled on appeal. 

The class action lawsuits in both Ontario and 
Québec will continue to be prosecuted against 
the government of Canada.

Complete information on the Settlement 
Agreement with the settling defendant can be 
found at www.bseclassaction.ca.

This notice is a summary only. If you believe you 
are a class member, you may review and/or obtain 
copies of the judgments certifying the action as a 
class action against the settling defendant and 
the government of Canada and approving the 

Settlement Agreement at www.bseclassaction.ca
or by contacting the Administrator toll free at 1-866-
800-0075. Questions concerning the Agreement 
may be directed to the Administrator by telephone 
or email: bse@crawco.ca.

THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
The settling defendant will pay the sum of $6 

against it by the settlement class members 
including interest and costs.  The settling 
defendant and its related parties will not be 
liable to make any other payment in respect of 
the BSE actions.  The settlement monies will be 
used to fund the ongoing class actions in Ontario 
and Québec against the government of Canada 
in accordance with the terms of the Settlement 
Agreement.  Any remaining monies will be 

Canada.

The settling defendant will remain in the BSE 
actions in Ontario and Québec, but only for 
as long as necessary to defend against the 
possibility  that the government or other parties 
may claim the settling defendant caused or 

defendant will cooperate with the plaintiffs as 
they pursue their claims against the government 
of Canada

The plaintiffs will apply to the Alberta and 
Saskatchewan courts to stay the actions in 
those provinces against the settling defendant 
upon payment of the $6 million.

Crawford Class Action Services has been 
appointed by the courts as Administrator of 
the Settlement Agreement and will oversee 
the use of the settlement funds. The court will 
supervise the administration and operation of 
the distribution of these funds. 

The Settlement Fund Trust Instrument setting out 
the terms and conditions for the funding of the BSE 
class actions against the government of Canada 
can be found at www.bseclassaction.ca. In 
accordance with the terms of the trust instrument, 
any money remaining in the settlement trust fund 
at the conclusion of the class actions against the 
government of Canada will be divided equally 

Class Counsel Fees and Administration 
Expenses
The amount of fees and disbursements 
(including applicable taxes) generated by class 
counsel in the BSE class actions to September 
30, 2008 that are to be paid out of the $6 million 

jointly by the courts of Ontario and Québec. The 
total amount sought and paid for class counsel 
fees, disbursements and taxes to September 30, 
2008 inclusive from the Settlement Trust Fund 
will not exceed $1.5 million. 

OPTING OUT
Any class member who does not wish 
to accept  the Settlement Agreement 
must opt out of the BSE class actions by 
sending a written and signed election to the 
Administrator as described below.

Please note carefully that any class member 
who opts out of the BSE class actions will 

result from any successful conclusion of the 

BSE class actions against the government 
of Canada, whether by way of trial or further 
settlement.

RELEASE OF CLAIMS AND EFFECT ON 
OTHER PROCEEDINGS
Any class member who does not opt out of the 
class action will remain in the BSE class actions 
and will not be able to bring or maintain any 
other claim or legal proceeding in connection 
with any aspect of the BSE crisis against the 
settling defendant and any individual action that 
this class member commences against the 
settling defendant will be dismissed.

HOW TO OPT OUT
Any class member who wishes to opt out 
shall send a written and signed election to the 
Administrator:

BSE Class Action
Crawford Class Action Services
3-505, 133 Weber St. N.
Waterloo  Ontario  N2J 3G9
Telephone 
1-866-800-0075
Fax 519 578 7739
bse@crawco.ca

The written election to opt out must state 
the person’s full name, current address 
and telephone number, the number of cattle 
owned on May 20, 2003 and that the person 
opts out of the BSE class actions. It must 
be signed by the person opting out, or an 
authorized representative of the person.
You may be requested by the Administrator 
to produce documentation verifying the 
number of cattle owned on May 20, 2003.
To be effective the written opt out must be 
sent to the Administrator by mail postmarked 
on or before December 12, 2008.

TERMINATION OF THE SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT
At the election of the settling defendant, the 
Settlement Agreement and the approvals of the 
courts will be null and void and of no force and 
effect if class members who owned more than 
1.5 million cattle on May 20, 2003 opt out of the 
BSE class actions. 

INTERPRETATION
This notice is a summary of some of the terms 
of the Settlement Agreement. If there is a 

and the terms of the Settlement Agreement, the 
Settlement Agreement shall prevail.

This notice is approved by the Superior Court 
of Justice for Ontario.

QUESTIONS
Any questions about the substantive matters 
in this notice should not be directed to the 
courts as their administrative structures are 
not designed to address this type of inquiry. 
Questions should be directed to:

BSE Class Action
Crawford Class Action Services
3-505, 133 Weber St. N.
Waterloo  Ontario  N2J 3G9
Telephone 1-866-800-0075
Fax 519-578-7739
bse@crawco.ca

NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION AND OF NATIONAL PARTIAL SETTLEMENT OF THE BSE CLASS ACTIONS



airy Farmers of Ontario (DFO)
has once again increased fall
incentive days by adding one

day per month for each of the months
of September, October, November
and December.
This means two incentive days will

be available for September through
November and one incentive day for
December.
At the provincial level, Ontario is

obliged to fill at least 97 per cent of
its quota in the first six months of the
dairy year. The addition of fall incen-
tive days is needed to ensure Ontario
meets or exceeds its 97 per cent obli-
gation.

Any production below 97 per cent
by one province is available for other
provinces to fill during the following
six months of the dairy year. It is a
temporary adjustment with a pro-
vince’s full quota available at the
beginning of the next dairy year.

Focus on short-term goals
Phil Cairns, DFO’s senior policy
adviser, says producers should not
regard fall incentive days as a signal
to ramp up production for long-term
growth. Rather, they should aim to
always fill 100 per cent of their
quota.
“Producers should not be building

their herd size based on incentive
days,” he says. “Unfortunately, some
producers use them to fill quota and
then have to make huge adjustments
to their production levels later in the
year.”
In general, incentive days permit

producers who have the ability to
market more milk in the short-term
to do so. They are used after you fill
your monthly quota and before you
can use under- or over-production
credits.
Producers are also reminded credits

are available only for the month for
which they are allotted. They cannot
be carried forward in whole or in

MARKETS

Fall incentive days increased
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P5 and Western Milk Pool blend prices*
The graph below shows the 12-month blend price for the
P5 provinces and the Western Milk Pool (WMP).
*There is a two month lag reporting these figures.

P5 blend price WMP blend price
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Solids non-fat to butterfat (SNF-BF) ratio
This graph shows Ontario’s SNF-BF ratio for the last 12
months in relation to Ontario’s target SNF-BF ratio of
2.2840.

Ontario’s SNF-BF ratio Target SNF-BF ratio

SN
F-
B
F
Ra

tio

2.3421

D



part to another month. There will be
no incentive days after Dec. 31, 2008.
It is also the board’s intention to

completely withdraw the incentive
days in January to ensure production
levels are reasonably maintained in
line with quota holdings.

Other factors prompt
need for increase
Although milk demand tends to be
fairly consistent during the year,
Ontario usually doesn’t fill its quota
in the fall months. The increased
incentive days are viewed as a step to
help ensure customer requirements
are met throughout the coming year.
“Unless fall production trends

change going forward, we need to
take steps to fill as much of our
provincial quota as possible,” says
Cairns.
This past summer’s wet weather

has also had a negative effect on pro-
duction. Increased rainfall, resulting
in both poor feed quality and quanti-
ty, is expected to reduce provincial
milk production for most of the
2008-09 dairy year, which began
Aug. 1.
“No doubt, the weather has had a

substantial effect, but it is not a
unique situation in this province.
Quebec’s production is also down”
says Cairns.
Ontario production dropped over

five per cent in recent months com-
pared to a year ago, 80 per cent of
which is due to the feed supply situa-
tion, he adds.
Production trends in most other

provinces, including Quebec, also
indicate filling their quota in this
dairy year will be a challenge across
Canada.
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U.S. Class Prices

$
U
S

This Class III price graph tracks U.S.
price trends. Actual prices paid to
producers vary by state.
The August 2008 Class III Price,

$17.32 US per hundredweight, is
equivalent to $42.05 Cdn per hec-
tolitre. This equivalent is based on
the exchange rate of $1 US =
$1.0696 Cdn, the exchange rate
when the USDA announced the
Class III Price.
The Class III Price is in $ US per

hundredweight at 3.5 per cent but-
terfat. One hundredweight equals
0.44 hectolitres.
Canadian Class 5a and Class 5b

prices track U.S. prices set by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Source: USDA
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Ontario average net returns
Net after DFO deductions. Per hL based on yearly provincial kg-per-hL composition of
3.90 butterfat, 3.31 protein and 5.74 other solids for trend comparison only. May differ
from returns based on actual monthly composition.

Milk marketings: During the month of August total DFO milk
marketings were 5.5 per cent lower than they were the correspon-
ding month a year ago. Total DFO milk marketings for the 12 month

period September 2007 to August 2008 were up 1.4 per cent com-
pared to the same period a year earlier. 4,385 producers sold milk to
DFO in August compared to 4,533 a year earlier.

Ontario deductions
For August 2008

Within Over-
quota quota

*per hL *per hL
Average gross $74.66 $-104.78
DFO Administration $0.47 $0.47
DFO Research $0.04 $0.04
Ontario DHI $0.06 $0.06
Transportation $2.66 $2.66
Market Expansion $1.30 $1.30

Total Deductions $4.53 $4.53
Average total net $70.13 $-109.31

*These kg per hL equivalents are based
on Ontario’s August 2008 average com-
position of 3.82 butterfat, 3.24 protein
and 5.70 other solids, rounded to the
nearest cent.

The actual transportation rate for August
2008 was $2.87 per hL.
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P5 utilization by class*
For July 2008 (kg of butterfat/kg of solids non-fat)

Class 1a Homo, 2%, 1%, skim, chocolate milk
flavoured milks, buttermilk

Class 1b Fluid creams
Class 2 Ice cream, yogurt, sour cream
Class 3a Fresh cheese, specialty cheese
Class 3b Cheddar cheese
Class 4a Butter and powders
Class 4b Condensed and evaporated milk for retail sale

Class 4c New products
Class 4d Inventory, animal feed
Class 4m Domestic surplus
Class 5a Cheese for further processing
Class 5b Non-cheese products for further processing
Class 5c Confectionery products
Class 5d Planned exports
Class 4m is grouped with 5d

$72.26

Producer prices for August 2008
Butterfat Protein Other Solids Return Return
per kg per kg per kg per kg/BF *per hL

Within-quota $10.03 $8.44 $1.69 $19.56 $74.66
Overquota -$9.98 -$8.08 -$1.67 -$19.20 -$104.78
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New service shows how
your profits stack up

After completing a pilot study with 40 herds in
collaboration with a group of Ontario produc-
ers from the Progressive Dairy Operators,
CanWest DHI has launched a new, innovative
dairy financial analysis service. The Profit
Profiler combines financial and physical
aspects of managing a dairy business, and pro-
vides benchmark information ranking your
dairy business against peer groups. It also lets
you estimate the outcome of potential changes.
“Previously there have been no benchmark-

ing tools available to dairy producers enabling
them to measure their success and profitabili-
ty,” says Bill Grexton, CanWest DHI’s manager
of herd management services and co-ordinator
for The Profit Profiler program. “Producers
were asking for this information and DHI’s
expertise in collection and analysis of data to
provide management information, made this a
perfect fit.
“A DHI specialist works with each dairy pro-

ducer to collect the data required and also
reviews the reports to ensure the producer is
clear on the results,” Grexton adds. “As well as
being able to compare their dairy businesses
with peer groups, The Profit Profiler program
has ‘what if’ options that enable them to pre-
dict the financial outcome of potential changes
and identify their best option to increase their
bottom line.”

This service is available to both DHI and
non-DHI clients throughout the CanWest area.
For more information, contact Bill Grexton at

CanWest DHI, 1-800-549-4373, extension 254
or e-mail bgrexton@canwestdhi.com.

Note: Descriptions of products and
services are for the information of our
readers only. Publication of this infor-
mation does not constitute endorsement
by The Milk Producer.

Patz has introduced the 1400-cubic-foot Model 3600 Triple Screw Vertical
Mixer. The largest of the Patz vertical mixers, it provides up to 1,580 cubic
feet of mixing capacity when optional side extensions are added. It can be
customized by adding up to six door locations. Two side discharges can be
added to left and right sides in addition to a front door and a rear com-
modity door. The Model 3600 incorporates a patented baffle design to
ensure fast, thorough blending from end to end. A superior clean-out
eliminates wasted feed and contamination between batches. Mixers have
a simple design and few moving parts for long life, low maintenance and
trouble-free operation. For more information, visit www.patzsales.com or
contact Patz Sales at 920-897-2251.

4-H gets another financial boost
erial Canada is continuing its Ivomec and Eprinex Box Back fundrais-
ing program in conjunction with the Canadian 4-H Council. Merial will

donate $10 to local 4-H Clubs for each box label of eligible Ivomec Pour-On
or Eprinex Pour-On returned through the program.
4-H members are encouraged to cut out a specified section of the card-

board packaging (after the contents have been used) and submit it to Merial.
The program runs until Feb. 28, 2009, and is being promoted in Merial
advertising and in conjunction with the National 4-H Council and provin-

cial 4-H offices. Details about the program
are available at www.ivomec-4h.com and
www.eprinex-4h.com.
Through the years, Merial has donated

$400,000 in the form of Ivomec scholarships
to provide important recognition to deserv-
ing students across the country. In 2007,
Merial reviewed and revised its support ini-
tiatives to ensure they were benefiting the
maximum number of 4-H members.
“The Ivomec and Eprinex Box Back

Program was a perfect fit, and a great com-
pliment to our jug recycling program,” says

Isabelle Tremblay-Summers, Merial product manager. “The great response in
year one encouraged us to build on the momentum this year.”
Since its inception, the jug recycling program has diverted over 10 tons of

Merial plastic pour-on containers from landfills to recycling facilities, and
resulted in over $160,000 in refunds and donations. This recycled plastic
becomes durable plastic fence posts.

M



Trusted by farmers for 40 years

Mossley, Ontario N0L 1V0   519-269-3754 • Fax 519- 269-3795

YOUR ONE STOP FOR LIVESTOCK HANDLING EQUIPMENT

The best Gates

Versatile feeders

• Thick, high tensile tubing, 
• Tough baked-on coating
• 5 bar for heavy duty use 
• 6 bar for toughest abuse
• 54” or 66” high,
• Lengths 3’ to 18’

• Unique, proven design by Smale with baked finish
• Each three-sided unit combines with similar or 
 straight units for many feeder layouts
• Easy to feed round, square, or bagged bales 
 in 6'6" or 8' sizes

Where fresh heifers are a speciality
not a sideline

• Climatized
• Vaccinated

• Free stall or tie stall
Call Lloyd at 519-572-8049

#1 CHOICE OF COMMERCIAL DAIRY PRODUCERS
gcg Diamond Pattern Cut Grooved Floors 

* Maximum Traction-longest lasting
* Cleanest, Driest, Safest
* Zero maintenance, Fast payback
New Barns- DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME
Aisles, Holding Areas, Yards, slats

Specialists in Concrete Grooving

1-888-447-6684 toll free
www.cowcomfort.com

Safety  - When a cow falls down, she can be easily released
Soundness - Very durable. No moving parts & no wear & tear
Self-catching - Perfect to treat cows for needles, vaccinations etc.
Scrutinized - Registered patent for Canada & U.S.
Strong welded - Heavy duty & hot-dipped galvanized
Satisfaction - Over 20 years in business with satisfied customers in Europe, Canada and 

Self-Lock S1 Head Gate

Phone & fax 519-794-3933
Williamsford, On N0H 2V0
e-mail: mpyfferoen@sympatico.ca

www.sgate.ca

MICHAEL’S STABLING DEVELOPMENTS

Tom Armstrong BSc(Agr), DVM, MBA

Dairy Farm Business & Production Consultant
“Helping you position your dairy farm for a profitable future.”

• financial, production & animal health evaluation 
• dairy expansion feasibility analysis • farm business plans

 1507 Highpoint Sideroad
 Caledon,  Ont., L7K 0J8
 Tel: 519-942-0509
 Fax: 519-942-0148
 e-mail: tomarmstrong@rogers.com

• WinPower/Winco PTO alternators — 7 kw to 150 kw
• Automatic standby generator systems
• Large Inventory & full rewinding 
 and repair of electric motors
www.sommersgen.com Tavistock Ont. 1-800-690-2396

Show room open Saturday until noon

Generator systems

Effective, Natural Approach
to Hoof Lesions.
Solka Hoof Gel (for individual cows)
or Solka Hoof Clear Concentrate
(for groups) represents a non-antibiotic
approach to managing hoof lesions.
Available from your Hoof Trimmer,
Farmers Farmacy or your Masterfeed Dealer.

For more information visit www.solkaproducts.com
or call toll free 1-866-690-4998



Call today for a Free Catalogue!
Invest in a JK Reid Hoof Trimming
Stall or Tilt Table & 
avoid lost production 
and suffering 
of lame cows

R. R. 1 MOOREFIELD, ON  N0G 2K0
519-638-3551 Fax: 519-638-3128

e-mail: reid@wcl.on.ca

1-877-710-2296
www.jkreid.com

MANUFACTURING & SALES LTD.

OTHER HOOF
CARE PRODUCTS

AVAILABLE

 Poultry???
Thinking about getting into 
poultry or egg production?
Contact us, Ontario’s leading 
supplier of poultry & egg pro-
duction equipment.

Established in 1950
24 hour, 7 day service
W. Murray Clark Ltd.

800-263-6410
905-765-4401

Fax 905-765-3922
www.theclarkcompanies.com

TRIPLE “P” CONSULTING~
PARTNERS IN PROFIT
Dairy Nutrition Expertise

From an Independent Consulting Company
Tom Palen and Associates 

Ruminant Nutritionist
   343915 Ebenezer Road  P/F  (519)-425-1002
   RR #2 Mount Elgin, On                  1-800-376-8861
   N0J 1N0   Cell (519)-535-3806

triplepconsulting@execulink.com

Specializing in Ontario Farms
Dairy, beef, poultry and hogs

Re/Max a-b Realty Ltd.
Independently owned and operated 

88 Wellington Street. Stratford ON N5A 2L2

   519-273-2821 Ex 265 office   
   519-854-0926 cell
    amveldman@quadro.net 
  www.andyveldman.com

Andy Veldman 
Sales Representative

I s  Y o u r  M i l k  S a f e ?
New and Improved ! !  

Delvotest SP - NT 
quick and accurate on-farm 

check for antibiotics in milk. 
Delvo NT tests for antibiotics 

and sulpha-based drugs. 
No tablet required - and a 

longer shelf-life ! !
Systems Plus

1-800-604-3645
sales@splus.ca

New and Improved ! !  
Tilstra Dairy

Equipment Ltd.

Milking & Cooling Systems
Stabling, Pasture Mats, 

Rissler
Two locations 

Dunnville & Woodstock
24 hour Service

Our trade area’s longest serving dealer
Woodstock 519-533-1776
Dunnville 905-774-5890

R

Are you being 
"heard"

6,500 dairy farmers 
with $2.5 billion 
in milk sales are 

listening!
Want to talk to 

them?
Call Jim at 

888-460-6212

• Hot dipped Galvanized
• Walk Through Self-locking Head gate
• Different Models 

Sales & Service of Farm Equipment
RR 1, Embro, Ont N0J 1J0 Canada

519-475-4381
www.wopa.nl

WOPA HOOF TRIMMING STALL

MEGAPLASTPOWER®
Bunker Silo Covers
Built for tough Canadian conditions

• Feed your whole bunker
• Thousands in use world-wide
• Up to 160 feet, all sizes, thicknesses available for any bunker
• High quality, triple plastic
• Other covers & sandbags available

Roos Seven Hills - Brownsville, Ont. 519-877-0168
Ton Zuidervaart Agri-Import Ltd. - Mitchell, Ont. 519-347-4253

John Roosendaal- Winchester, Ont. 613-774-3351

AGRI-TRAC
Concrete Traction Milling

• Corduroy texture ground into fl ooring
• Proven to be more eff ective than grooving 

or rubber fl ooring!

Secure Cattle Lead to 
Secure Pro  ts for Farmers!

Call Toll Free: 1-877-966-3546
www.agritraction.com

Livestock Safety Specialists
Resurfacing slippery barn fl oors:
• Increases Milk Production
• Increases Heat Detection
• Decreases Cull Rates
• Decreases Hoof & Leg Injuries
• Decreases Hoof Trimming Costs

Reduce Dry Matter Losses
VALUE OF DRY MATTER SAVED

- TREATMENT COST

= DOLLARS SAVED

FORAGE ADDITIVE FOR ALFALFA & CORN SILAGES

Silo Guard II is available as a dry granular product 
or ready-to-use liquid. 

INTERNATIONAL STOCK FOOD                                      Centralia, Ontario
Tel. 519-228-2190     Toll Free 1-877-473-2474       Fax 519-229-2195
Email: info@isfcanada.ca                                                 www.isfcanada.ca

Get Silo Guard II to Protect Your Feed Investment

AND BALED HAY



cientists around the world are
working hard at reinforcing
milk’s health benefits, and

though you need no further proof
milk is nature’s most nearly per-
fect food, it doesn’t hurt to
know just how far-reaching
those benefits have
gone.
I regularly

receive a number
of dairy-related
e-mail alerts and
decided to share
some positive
news about how
milk can help pre-
vent memory loss,
protect our hearts and
improve your child’s long-
term bone health. Here are
some recent posts:
According to a study in the

American Journal of Clinical
Nutrition, researchers found
adults who consumed at least
one serving of low-fat milk or
milk products every day had a 37
per cent lower chance of developing
poor kidney function linked to heart
disease compared to
those who drank little
or no low-fat milk.
Consuming such

products was found to

significantly reduce kidney dysfunc-
tion risk. Milk protein, vitamin D,
magnesium and calcium may con-

tribute to milk’s potential heart

health benefits, the study said.
A University of Oxford study

noted elevated levels of vitamin B12
found in meat, fish and milk may
help protect against brain shrinkage
linked to memory loss.
Researchers found people aged 62
to 87 with lower levels of the vita-
min in their blood were six times

more likely to experience brain
shrinkage.

Last but not least, researchers
from the Boston University
School of Medicine analysed
data on the dietary intake of
106 adolescents over a 12-year
period and the impact dairy
had on their bones.

Researchers found
those who consumed
two or more daily
servings of dairy had
higher bone mineral

content and density.
Although other factors for

bone development were
taken into account, such as physical
activity levels, researchers said the
average bone mineral content
remained 175 grams higher for

children consuming two serv-
ings of dairy per day.

The findings were pub-
lished in The Journal of
Pediatrics.

THEBACKFORTY By Sharon Laidlaw

S
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A healthy dose of information

DID YYOU KKNOW? .... you may not need that expensive global positioning system (GPS) after all.

If you get lost, your cows may be able to help you find your way. According to a report in the

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, cattle have an internal compass. A team of

German scientists used Google Earth to study more than 8,500 cows on more than 300 pastures

around the world. They concluded cows can sense the Earth’s magnetic field and use it to align

their bodies so they are either facing north or south when grazing or resting.  Source: www.npr.org.

Drawing courtesy Brian Fray
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