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DAIRY FARMER UPDATE

Dairy Regions will join in 50th Celebrations with Open 
Farm Days in June

As part of Dairy Farmers of Ontario’s 50th Anniversary Celebrations, DFO has committed 
to assist the 12 regions in the province to host an event on June 27 or June 28, 2015. The 
purpose of this event is to open barn doors in invitation to Ontario families so they can better 
understand the dairy industry and to grow the relationship between our rural and urban 
communities. It allows Ontarians to experience a real dairy farm first hand and show what we 
do and why we do it. 

This event is one of many opportunities to celebrate DFO’s 50th Anniversary and to connect 
with consumers. The idea is to share the story from farm to fridge, and make a connection 
from family to family. Each event will be a family-friendly event that gives visitors a glimpse 
of what farming entails, where visitors are encouraged to tour a farm, see farm animals and 
farm equipment, and talk with farmers.

Each region will choose its own Host Barn. The Host Barns need to be camera ready, as these 
events are open to the public and perhaps media. All Host Barns must be regulatory compli-
ant. Recognizing that each region will want to do something different, we are encouraging 
each event to be customized for their regional audience.

These events are an opportunity to connect with our industry supporters, partners and 
community. Special guests may include government representatives, like MPs, MPPs, local 
businesses, schools and processors.  Above all, Open Farm Days will provide Ontarians 
with an opportunity to meet real dairy farm families and showcase the important role of 
dairy in our local communities and our national economy.

BRIEFS
proAction Update
One of the requirements within the animal care 
program is that calf housing allows calves to 
easily stand up, lie down, turn around (ap-
plies to unweaned calves only) and see other 
cattle. If group housing is used, all calves must 
have space to lie down at the same time. Calf 
housing must have enough bedding to maintain 
clean and dry calves. Bare concrete is not 
acceptable. 

The animal care and livestock traceability 
elements of proAction will be included in the 
validations starting in September 2017. Produc-

er training will be available in early 2016.

Organic Meadow

On April 2, 2015 Dairy Farmers of Ontario re-
ceived notice from Organic Meadow that it had 
filed a Notice of Intention to Make a Proposal 
under the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act. DFO 
had been working with Organic Meadow for a 
substantial period of time in an effort to assist it 
with growing the organic market. 

At the time of filing for protection, Organic 
Meadow had received and not paid for the 
milk DFO delivered with a value in excess of 
$900,000. Although DFO has not been paid, 
it has paid all organic producers for the milk, 
including the organic premium. DFO continues 
to make efforts to grow the organic market, with 
the addition of more organic incentive days, 
premium increases, and the quota increases. 
If necessary, DFO has a debt protection fund 
that it established so that unpaid debts can be 
paid out of the fund without impacting current 
budgets.

DFO continues to work with Organic Meadow 
while it restructures and has arranged to supply 
milk during the restructuring process. Organic 
Meadow is expected to file a proposal in the 
next 45 days.
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April 2015 Quota Exchange Offers and Bids 
Quota Price Cap = $25,000/kg 

Amount bid for 10,482.07 kg 
Amount purchased 577.20 kg 
Amount offered/sold 577.06 kg 
Number of producers buying 1,016 
Number of producers selling 44 
Quota purchased by a new entrant (with assistance) 12.00 kg 
Quota purchased by new producer 35.00 kg 
Maximum quota by allotment round(s) 0.30 kg 
Buyer proration 2.246% 
Non-saleable quota as of April 1, 2015 9.729% 
  

Explaining Changes to this Month's Blend Price 
 March 2015 February 2015 Difference 
 (Figures in $ per hectolitre) 
Revenue From Processors $82.79 $83.83 -$1.04 
Contribution from Over-Quota   
Pool Adjustments 
Other 

$00.19 
-$03.09 

 -$01.43 

$00.83 
-$01.93 
-$01.23 

-$0.64 
-$1.16 
-$0.20 

Producer Blend Price $78.46 $81.50 -$3.04 

 
To Place a Bid or Offer on the Quota Exchange 

 
OPTION 1 - Producer Self-Service (www.milk.org) 
 

 (a)  Bids and offers are accepted from the 20th of a month to 11:59:59 p.m. on the first of the following month.  It is 
recommended that you submit your bid or offer a few days prior to the deadline (the first day of each month) so that, if 
there is an error or error message, there is adequate time for you to provide the additional information to the Quota 
Administrator in advance of the exchange closing. 

 

 (b) To place a bid or offer on the quota exchange yourself or have it placed by someone on your behalf, go to www.milk.org 
and select Login. When prompted, enter your Username (your licence number) and your primary Password.  Select 
Quota Exchange and then Buy or Sell Quota.  Follow the screen instructions to submit your bid or offer.   

 
OPTION 2 - Customer Service Representative (CSR) 
 
Have your most recent milk statement available so that the CSR can verify the caller is the licence holder or licence holder’s 
representative. 
 

(a) Bids and offers are accepted from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, from the 20th of 
the month to the first of the following month. 

 
(b) Write down your bid or offer in the space below before making your call.  
 

 Buy ________ kg of quota at ________ dollars per kilogram.  Advise if you will be paying by cheque or milk proceeds 
deduction. (Note: You can ask the CSR to put 10% in the kg section and the kg will automatically be calculated.) 

 
 OR 
 
 Sell ________ kg of quota at ________ dollars per kilogram. (Note:  You can ask the CSR to put ALL in the kg section 

if you are selling your total quota.) 
 
(c) Call 1-866-518-2525 and a CSR will take your buy or sell information. Record the confirmation number provided by the 

CSR at the end of your call with your written bid or offer information. 


