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Worldwide dairy declaration signed in Rotterdam 

Representatives from the global dairy community gathered in Rotterdam at the World Dairy 
Summit to commit to the sustainable development of the dairy sector and generate widespread 
benefi ts for people and the planet. Th e Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO) and the International Dairy Federation (IDF) have come up with a set of strategic ob-
jectives to make agriculture, including dairy, more productive and sustainable. Th e Dairy Declaration, 
signed on Oct. 19, outlines contributions of the dairy sector to the achievement of key sustainable 
development goals, such as ending poverty and hunger, and protecting the environment. 

THE DAIRY DECLARATION:
We, representatives of the one billion person global dairy community, gathered in Rotterdam at 
the World Dairy Summit, are committed to the sustainable development of the dairy sector to 
generate widespread benefi ts for people and the planet.
We recognize:
•  the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as the overarching framework that guides 
our actions toward sustainable development from a social, environmental, economic and health 
perspective;
•  the vital role of dairy for food security and poverty reduction and the important livelihood and 
development opportunities for family farmers, small holders and pastoralists;
•  the critical contribution the dairy sector makes to sustainable development, including the essen-
tial role of dairy products for balanced, nutritious and healthy diets;
•  the major contribution dairy makes to countries' economies, income, employment and livelihood;
•  the key function of the dairy sector in the management of terrestrial ecosystems and the need to 
address environmental degradation and climate change, and support biodiversity;
•  the diversity of dairy production systems and dairy breeds, contexts and priorities;
•  the need for continuous and open dialogue and joint actions at all levels.
We agree to:
•  take an integrated approach to promote the sustainability of dairy systems, jointly taking into 
consideration social, economic, health and environmental dimensions;
•  give particular attention to the needs of family farmers, small holders and pastoralists;
•  build, implement and disseminate tools and guidelines to facilitate the identifi cation and adop-
tion of sustainable practices in the dairy sector;
•  build capacity in support of sustainable practices and provide enabling conditions;
•  measure and report on sustainability outcomes;
•  strengthen multi-stakeholder dialogue for consensus building, reviewing progress and continuous 
improvement. www.dairydeclaration.org.

DAIRY DIGEST
Australian dairy farmer trying 
to set up a processing plant

Anorth Queensland dairy farmer is only 
one of three farmers left on top of 

Eungella, a township nestled on the edge of 
the Clarke Range at the end of the Pioneer 
Valley about an hour west of Mackay.

Dale Fortescue supplies Parmalat with 
his milk but, with only a few farms left on 
the Eungella Range, he does not know 
how much longer the milk tankers will 
keep coming.

Next year, there will only be two dairy 
farmers, including himself, but Fortescue 
has been working hard to try and save his 
family business.

Earlier this year, he launched a 
crowdfunding campaign to try and set up 
a new processing plant, and after some 
generous donations, he may be well on 
his way.

So far, the dairy farmer has raised 
$40,000 Cdn, which is enough to start 
the fi rst phase of his processing plant and 
buy a batch processor and, possibly, a 
bottle fi ller. The plant should enable him to 
produce 500,000 litres of milk per year, all 
of which Fortescue plans to sell into the 
local market.

Phase two still requires more 
crowdfunding, which will include safe 
food recommendations, extra parts for the 
bottle fi ller and building the rest of the new
dairy. www.abc.net.au.

Los Angeles school board to reintroduce chocolate milk in its schools after fi ve-year hiatus

After a fi ve-year hiatus, chocolate and strawberry milk are making 
their way back into public school lunchrooms in Los Angeles.

The Los Angeles Unifi ed School District recently revised a 
district-wide ban on sugary, fl avoured milk that took effect in 
2011. The board approved a pilot program to study the effects of 
reintroducing fl avoured milk in a small group of schools, all of which 
must volunteer to take part in the experiment.

The decision to re-examine milk offerings stemmed from concerns 
the district is throwing out a large amount of food—600 tonnes of 
organic waste each day, according to a 2015 district study.

Much of what’s being taken to the landfi ll is the white milk 
schools are encouraged by federal law to offer, but that students 

aren’t drinking. A 2014 Cornell University study found when Oregon 
elementary schools banned fl avoured milk, students’ caloric and 
sugar intake dropped, but they also rejected white milk in increasing 
numbers. The health benefi ts of white milk were 
lost since students were throwing their half-empty 
cartons in the garbage. 

Parents and health advocates had lobbied 
successfully for the fl avoured milk ban, arguing 
the drinks had unnecessary added sugar and 
contributed to childhood obesity. When the board 
approved a fi ve-year, $100-million dairy contract, 
chocolate milk was not allowed. www.latimes.com.
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