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2017 Board executive elected
Dairy Farmers of Ontario’s board elected its 
2017 board executive at a special meeting 
held Jan. 12. 

Ralph Dietrich, board member Region 11, 
was re-elected as chair. Murray Sherk, board 
member Region 8, was re-elected as vice-
chair. Paul Vis, board member Region 9, was 
re-elected as second vice-chair. 

Graham Lloyd was re-appointed as secretary 
to the board. Patrick Hop Hing was re-ap-
pointed as treasurer to the board.

New deputy ag minister 
appointed

The Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) announced Greg Mer-
edith has become deputy minister of OMA-
FRA, as of Jan. 9.

Meredith is 
a seasoned 
executive with 
more than 
30 years of 
experience 
as a federal 
public servant. 
He is currently 
assistant dep-
uty minister, 
strategic policy 
with Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), a position he 
has held since 2010. 

Meredith has held several executive posi-
tions with AAFC, including farm financial 
programs, communications and consulta-
tions. In addition, Meredith has worked in 
several federal departments, including cor-
rectional services, global affairs and industry 
Canada. Meredith has masters degrees in 
business administration and international 
affairs, and a bachelor of arts degree in 
political science.

Deb Sikora was the interim deputy minister 
until Meredith’s appointment began.

DFO annual meeting highlights 
Dairy Farmers of Ontario’s (DFO) annual 
general meeting wrapped up on Jan. 12. 
The meeting was held from Jan. 10 to 
12 and was well attended by produc-
ers, stakeholders, other provincial milk 
boards and government representatives. 

Jeff Leal, Ontario Minister of Agricul-
ture, Food and Rural Affairs and Min-
ister Responsible for Small Business, 
opened the meeting. He commended 
the Ontario dairy industry’s contribu-
tion to growth in Ontario’s agri-food 
sector and said the innovations made 
are examples of the need to support 
supply management. 

Ralph Dietrich, DFO chair spoke of 
2016 as being one of the most signif-
icant years in the history of the dairy 
industry during his address. 

Implementing Ontario’s ingredient 
program, reaching an agreement on 
a national ingredient strategy, record 
production growth, which lead to 
many quota increases, and millions 

planned in processor investment were 
just some of significant events in 2016, 
Dietrich said. 

“It is a great time to be a dairy farmer,” 
Dietrich said. “We have everything to 
be optimistic about.” 

DFO general manager, Peter Gould, 
reiterated Dietrich’s optimism in his 
address. 

“The outlook for the Canadian dairy 
industry has never been so strong or 
positive,” he said. 

“(In 2016), we have taken what could 
be best described as a ‘legacy indus-
try’ and placed it squarely in the 21st 
century,” Gould said. “In doing so, we 
created an industry that will be heavily 
relied on to be a significant part of 
Canada’s economic landscape in the 
21st century.” 

Full coverage of DFO’s annual meeting 
will be in Milk Producer’s February issue.

Winter has arrived and Dairy Farmers of Ontario (DFO) is experiencing a high 
number of incidents on farms with milk trucks becoming stuck or sliding off of 
laneways due to snow and ice buildup. DFO is reminding producers to clear 
their laneways of ice and snow.  It ensures timely milk pick-up and a safe 
working environment for milk transporters.

Clearing laneways during winter 

After a snow fall in Decem-
ber, an Ontario milk truck 
was damaged due to a 
laneway that wasn’t cleared 
of snow and ice.

GREG MEREDITH
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January 2017 Quota Exchange Offers and Bids  

Quota Price Cap = $24,000/kg 
Amount bid for 9,851.39 kg 
Amount purchased 719.55 kg 
Amount offered/sold 719.48 kg 
Number of producers buying  732 
Number of producers selling 105 
Quota purchased by new entrant (with assistance) n/a 
Quota purchased by new producer 35.00 kg 
Maximum quota by allotment round(s) 0.5 kg 
Buyer proration 3.444 % 
Non-saleable quota as of January 1, 2017 0 % 
 
 

Explaining Changes to This Month's Blend Price 
 

 December 2016 November 2016 Difference 
 (Figures in $ per hectolitre) 
Revenue From Processors $83.84 $84.38 -$0.54 
Contribution from Over-Quota  
Pool Adjustments 
CDC Surplus 
Other 

$0.45 
-$1.86 
$0.00 

-$1.68 

$0.32 
-$4.42 
$0.88 

-$2.26 

$0.13 
$2.56 

-$0.88 
$0.58 

Producer Blend Price $80.75 $78.90 $1.85 
 

 
To Place a Bid or Offer on the Quota Exchange 

 
OPTION 1 - Producer Self-Service (www.milk.org) 
 

 (a)  Bids and offers are accepted from the 20th of a month to 11:59:59 p.m. on the first of the following month.  It is recommended 
that you submit your bid or offer a few days prior to the deadline (the first day of each month) so that, if there is an error or error 
message, there is adequate time for you to provide the additional information to the Quota Administrator in advance of the 
exchange closing. 

 

 (b) To place a bid or offer on the quota exchange yourself or have it placed by someone on your behalf, go to www.milk.org and 
select Login. When prompted, enter your Username (your licence number) and your primary Password.  Select Quota 
Exchange and then Buy or Sell Quota.  Follow the screen instructions to submit your bid or offer.   

 
OPTION 2 - Customer Service Representative (CSR) 
 
Have your most recent milk statement available so that the CSR can verify the caller is the licence holder or licence holder’s 
representative. 
 

(a) Bids and offers are accepted from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, from the 20th of the month 
to the first of the following month. 

 
(b) Write down your bid or offer in the space below before making your call.  
 

 Buy ________ kg of quota at ________ dollars per kilogram.  (Note: You can ask the CSR to put 10% in the kg section and the 
kg will automatically be calculated.) 

 
 OR 
 
 Sell ________ kg of quota at ________ dollars per kilogram. (Note:  You can ask the CSR to put ALL in the kg section if you are 

selling your total quota.) 
 
(c) Call 1-866-518-2525 and a CSR will take your buy or sell information. Record the confirmation number provided by the CSR at 

the end of your call with your written bid or offer information. 
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