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DFO, LONGO’S PARTNERSHIP TO PROMOTE DAIRY IN ONTARIO

NEW MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND AGRI-FOOD
Former minister of international development 
Marie-Claude Bibeau has been appointed the 
new minister of agriculture and agri-food, effec-
tive March 1. Bibeau is the first female agriculture 
minister in Canadian history, replacing Lawrence 
MacAulay, who has moved to veterans affairs.

Bibeau’s current role supports the agricultur-
al sector so it can lead the way in job creation. 
Knowing Canada’s farmers, ranchers and food 
processors are the foundation of the food sector, 
Bibeau aims to make it safer, stronger and more 
innovative. Bibeau has served as a minister since 
October 2015, when she was elected as the mem-
ber of Parliament for the Compton—Stanstead 
riding,  in Quebec.

Effective March 1, 2019, Dairy Farm-
ers of Ontario’s board decided to 
place a moratorium on requests for 
parent-to-child top-up until the Par-
ent-to-Child Top-Up policy has been 
revised to clearly reflect the intent of 
the policy and changes to the policy 
are announced.

BOARD DECISION ON 
TOP-UP POLICY

In partnership with the Toronto Raptors, local youth 
basketball teams were showcased during the Welcome 
Toronto Tournament, presented by Recharge with 
Milk, at the Toronto Raptors Training Centre from 
Feb. 22 to 24. 

The three-day invitational hosted eight top-tier 
Ontario Basketball Association (OBA) teams from 
across the city. Dairy Farmers of Ontario (DFO) used 
the tournament to announce its new partnership with 

OBA. DFO will gain notoriety and recognition in the 
concentrated and growing Ontario youth basketball 
markets to support grassroots sports.

Athletes wore Recharge with Milk T-shirts and  
had the chance to meet their favourite Raptors—both 
current and alumni. 

Off the court, DFO’s brand ambassadors ran a 
basketball handling game and awarded free Lactantia 
chocolate milk to participants. 

Recharge with Milk also recently launched its new 
social media accounts on Twitter (@RechargeWMilk), 
Facebook and Instagram (@RechargeWithMilk). 

Not only will the new accounts be used to share 
tips and tricks, but followers will have access to exclu-
sive contests, including the Welcome Toronto Tour-
nament social media contest. Those who entered the 
contest had the chance to win a Raptors City Edition 
jersey and game tickets.

@OntarioDairy

Dairy farmers are eligible to claim re-
search tax credits on research ex-
penditures made by Dairy Farmers of 
Ontario (DFO), called Scientific Re-
search and Experimental Development 
(SRED) tax credits. On Feb. 22, DFO 
mailed Ontario dairy farmers informa-
tion regarding the amount of SRED tax 
credits applicable to each dairy farm 
for the year ending December 2018. 

Letters are also available online on 
DFO’s website behind the password. 
Once logged in, click Farmers and 
then DFO Research to download the 
PDF, Letter to Producers.

RESEARCH TAX 
CREDITS AVAILABLE

DAIRY FARMERS OF ONTARIO PARTNERS WITH ONTARIO BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 

Will Vanderhorst, Dairy Farmers of On-
tario board member for Region 5, has 
announced he plans to step down as 
board member, effective April 1, 2019. 
Vanderhorst says a change in the la-
bour situation on his farm is the reason 
for his departure.

In accordance with Regulation 760 
under the Milk Act, DFO’s board has 
determined the process for the elec-
tion in Region 5, with the nomination 
period starting March 20. More infor-
mation on the timeline for the byelec-
tion will be announced in Region 5.

CHANGE IN DFO BOARD

On Saturday, March 9, animal rights activ-
ists visited a dairy farm in Elmira, Ont., lo-
cated in the Waterloo region, and a farm in 

London, Ont. Of about 50 activists who visited the 
Elmira farm, about 15 entered the farm, capturing 
about 1.5 hours of video that was live-streamed on 
Facebook while walking through the facility.

WHAT TOOK PLACE
The activists’ video documents them trespassing and 
showing various areas of the farm. They claimed to 
come across two dead calves in a pen, as well as a 
dead calf and one that required veterinary attention 
in the calf hutches. The activists took a dead calf 
from the farm, which has not been recovered. 

The police did not arrive until after the activists 
left. This delay resulted in the activists staying on 
farm property for almost two hours. 

Later, about 30 activists went to London Dairy in 
London, Ont., where they held a peaceful protest 
on-site. Police were called in both cases. 

CURRENT SITUATION
The activist groups started an online petition on 
Change.org called “Cows Deserve Freedom–Turn 
Dairy Farms into Sanctuaries” and shared it via so-

cial media networks. The activists posted photos of 
the Elmira farm on Instagram, including photos of 
the dead calf.  

To date, there has been no major media coverage 
of either of the two protests. Social media engage-
ment, which Dairy Farmers of Ontario (DFO) is 
monitoring regularly, has been contained within ac-
tivist communities and not the broader public. 

DFO is not making any public statements on the 
protests, but is communicating pertinent informa-
tion with industry partners and stakeholders as the 
need arises. DFO is working with the Ontario Prov-
incial Police Hate Crimes Unit to ensure any crim-
inal behaviour by the activists will be dealt with ac-
cording to the law. This is an ongoing investigation. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO
DFO encourages you not to engage with activists in 
person or online. If you notice any suspicious activ-
ity on or near your farm, first contact police. Next, 
contact your field services representative and DFO 
by calling 647-217-9290.

If you hear of or receive any requests for infor-
mation from the media, please direct all inquiries 
to questions@milk.org or 416-947-8584 (for media 
inquiries only).

MURRAY SHERK APPOINTED 
AS ACTING GM
Dairy Farmers of Ontario’s (DFO) board has 
appointed board chair Murray Sherk as acting 
general manager of the organization. 

Sherk will be the main ambassador and offi-
cial spokesperson for DFO, responsible for the 
external-facing role of GM, such as stakeholder 
relations, including working with major pro-
cessors and industry partners. Internal-facing 
responsibilities of the GM role will be handled 
by DFO’s director team. 

On Feb. 1, DFO announced the departure 
of general manager and chief executive officer 
Graham Lloyd. DFO’s board has since started 
the process of recruiting a new GM and CEO, 
which is expected to take a few months. 

DFO UPDATE ON MARCH 9 PROTESTS



MARKETS UPDATE

OPTION 1—Producer Self-Service (www.milk.org)

 (a)  Bids and offers are accepted from the 20th of a month to 11:59:59 p.m. on the first of the following month. It is recommended that you submit your bid or offer a 
few days prior to the deadline (the first day of each month) so that, if there is an error or error message, there is adequate time for you to provide the additional informa-
tion to the Quota Administrator in advance of the exchange closing.

 (b) To place a bid or offer on the quota exchange yourself or have it placed by someone on your behalf, go to www.milk.org and select Login. When prompted, enter your 
Username (your licence number) and your primary Password. Select Quota Exchange and then Buy or Sell Quota. Follow the screen instructions to submit your bid or offer.  

OPTION 2—Customer Service Representative (CSR)

Have your most recent milk statement available so that the CSR can verify the caller is the licence holder or licence holder’s representative.

 (a)  Bids and offers are accepted from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, from the 20th of the month to the 1st of the following month.

 (b)  Write down your bid or offer in the space below before making your call. 

 Buy ________ kg of quota at ________ dollars per kilogram. (Note: You can ask the CSR to put 10% in the kg section and the kg will automatically be calculated.)

 OR

 Sell ________ kg of quota at ________ dollars per kilogram. (Note: You can ask the CSR to put ALL in the kg section if you are selling your total quota.)

 (c)  Call 1-866-518-2525 and a CSR will take your buy or sell information. Record the confirmation number provided by the CSR at the end of your call with your written 
bid or offer information.

To Place a Bid or Offer on the Quota Exchange

                February 2019      January 2019                        Difference
            (Figures in $ per hectolitre)

Revenue from processors      $84.74                  $83.96               $0.78

Contribution from over-quota     $0.81    $0.72               $0.09

Pool adjustments     -$2.65                             -$2.67               $0.02

Other      -$4.81                -$2.98                            -$1.83

Producer blend price               $78.09             $79.03             -$0.94

Explaining Changes to This Month’s Blend Price
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Market demand in P5 provinces is not as strong as projected, says Patrice Dubé, 
Dairy Farmers of Ontario’s director of economics and policy development. However, 
overall butterfat demand is growing, which is a positive sign for the industry. The CDC 
projected a four per cent increase in demand for the 2018-19 dairy year, but the market 
seems to be heading for only a two to three per cent increase in demand. The CDC is 
revisiting these projections and will provide P5 boards with new revised figures.

On March 1, P5 boards took the first step to return to a common quota issuance 
policy across the P5 by issuing one per cent quota to all producers in Quebec, Prince 
Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, changing the credit day production 
limitation in Ontario from one day to two days per month and eliminating the $20 per 
hectolitre over-quota penalty. In order to reach full reharmonization, Dubé says further 
measures need to take place, and the market will dictate what those measures will be.

Butter stock levels have increased by more than 4,000 tonnes from December 2018 
to January 2019. Butter stocks in July 2019 are anticipated to reach close to or above 
the 45,000 tonnes observed in July 2018. For the first time in the last 12 months, 
cheese stocks have reached 102,928 tonnes in January 2019 after having dropped 
below the 100,000 tonnes level in December 2018. 

Dubé says besides the goal of balancing supply with demand, P5 boards are also 
pursuing the objective of re-establishing a common quota issuance policy across the 
P5 to provide all P5 producers the same opportunity in terms of production credit 
utilization. Quebec and Ontario reached similar production credits in January 2019, 
with Quebec at -10.5 days, and Ontario at -10 days, which Dubé says is good news 
because it makes it easier to come up with a common recommendation. 

The P5 quota committee will continue to monitor market demand and production 
trend. The next P5 quota committee meeting will take place on April 26. 

* Full markets update is available in March Milk Producer on page 50.

March 2019 
Quota Exchange Offers and Bids 

Quota Price Cap = $24,000/kg

Amount bid for    16,428.25 kg

Amount purchased   226.32 kg

Amount offered/sold   226.61 kg

Number of producers buying   1,294

Number of producers selling  26

Quota purchased by new entrant  16.00 kg
(with assistance)

Quota purchased by new producer  n/a

Maximum quota by allotment round(s) 0.1 kg

Buyer proration    0.499 %

Non-saleable quota as of March 1, 2019 0 %


